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Parish Clerk: Lucy Crofton 
Tel: 07938 743424 Email: clerk@datchworth-pc.gov.uk  

             
Minutes of the Datchworth Parish Council Meeting 

Held ‘Virtually’ via Zoom 
 Tuesday 23rd February 2021 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:   Cllrs. Jane Dodson, Tony Stowe, Tracy Chapman, James Garrod, 

Charlie Groves, David Little, Anne Barker and William Gilbert (joined at 
8.25pm). 
      

In Attendance:      Seven Members of the Public  
 
Introduction - The meeting was opened by Cllr. Dodson who confirmed virtual housekeeping 
rules. 

 
1. To receive and accept apologies for absence - Cllr. Natasha Burton, Cllr David 

Kelleher. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests - None received. 
 
3. To grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate and if necessary - None 

received. 
 
4. Minutes  

Verification of Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 6th January 2021 including the 
closed minutes from that session.  
Cllr Stowe commented that under Item 15a, the vote had been recorded as unanimous, 
whereas it was in fact seven councillors in favour and one against.  
Action: Clerk to make necessary change.  
 

5. Actions and Updates Arising from the Last Meeting 
a) 6M2: Send letter to resident re: damage to verge at Raffin Green Lane: Resident 

undertook the repair work ahead of us writing to them.   
b) 7d: Put planning applications on-line. DPC’s website provider is setting up a new 

page on the website for this function. 
c) 8a: Remove councillor contact details from website and write to editor to ask for 

the removal of details from Parish Magazine: This has now been done.  
d) 11a: Relocation of saplings to close gap on sloped area: Cllr Garrod to attend site 

and change them now that the weather has improved.  
e) 15c: Submit precept request to EHDC: This has been done.  
f) 16a: Invite footpaths officer to next meeting: Author of report has been invited to 

join us at our next monthly meeting.  
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Cllr Dodson proposed two amendments to the agenda.  
Under Finance, Cllr Dodson proposed that the monthly Finance Report is added. This has 
already been circulated to all councillors for comment.  
In addition, Cllr Dodson proposed the Items A and G under Clerks Report be moved for 
discussion under Trees, Amenities and Open Spaces. 
Seconded by Cllr Stowe. 
 
6. Public Open Session 

Member of the Public 1: 
Enquired as to the current position of proceedings concerning the easement request at 1-
7 Coltsfoot. Cllr Stowe confirmed that it had not progressed. We have written to the 
applicant explaining that any access granted will not have any bearing on obtaining 
planning permission. We have not heard back.   
   
Member of the Public 2:  
Welcomed the introduction of the new Policies DPC have drawn up. However, queried 
where the model for the Child Protection Policy drafted has come from. Cllr Dodson 
confirmed it had been based on another Parish Council’s policy. Member of the Public 2 
did not think some of the wording was entirely suitable and asked if this Policy could be 
looked at again and perhaps a different model used.    
Cllr Dodson proposed this policy is re-looked at by Cllrs and defer approval of this 
policy to the March meeting. Cllr Stowe seconded.  
Second point from Member of the Public 2 was in relation to the new Tree Policy wording. 
Commented that the wording was too ambiguous and again would like it looked at in more 
detail.  
Cllr Dodson proposed this policy is also re-looked at and approval deferred to 
March. Cllr Stowe seconded. 
Member of the Public 2 then asked for an update on the repair works to the school 
footpath. They wanted to know if the works done to date were a temporary measure or 
final as they were not satisfactory. Cllr Dodson confirmed this would be discussed later 
under Trees, Amenities and Open Spaces.  
Finally, the Member of the Public wanted to raise that they have concerns over the use of 
the phrase Allotment Tenancy Agreement within the Agenda. Councillors confirmed that 
there would be no change of licence agreement with the leisure plot holders until it is put 
before full council for discussion and approval. Member of the Public 2 also wanted 
reassurance that there was no plan to turn them from leisure plots to allotments as 
protected by statute. Cllr Stowe confirmed there was no plan to do this.  

 
7. Review of Councillor Responsibilities & Committees/Groups: 

Cllr Dodson proposed that Cllr Barker is added to the Compliance, Legal Issues, 
Insurance and Policies Group. Seconded by Cllr Chapman.  
Cllr Dodson proposed that Cllr Chapman is added to the Highways Group. Cllr 
Groves seconded. 
 

8. Policies Review and Approval 
a) Child Protection Policy - Councillors agreed to move to the March meeting for 

approval.  
b) Environmental Policy - All councillors happy. Cllr Dodson proposed that we adopt 

the policy. Cllr Chapman Seconded. 
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c) Social Networking - Cllr Little would like this looked at again as he believes the policy 
would suit a much larger council than ours. It was agreed that we would discuss this 
further and amend, ahead of the March meeting for approval. 

d) Tree Policy - As above. 
 
9. Planning: 

a) Response to new applications, refusals & approvals since last meeting: Cllr 
Dodson explained that the planning report has been put online for this month, but going 
forward we are hoping that all planning applications will be put online once received.   
4 Burgess Place, Burnham Green: Householder application. No objections to submit 
to EHDC planning dept.  
All others listed were there for information, granted and withdrawn.   

b) Burnham Green Enforcement Update - No update. 
c) The Horns PH - We have written to EHDC, who have confirmed that no further action 

will be taken in respect of The Dog House and external structures erected around the 
pub.   

 
10. Website and Comms Group: 

a) Datchworth.info domain name - Have written to the group involved with 
Datchworth.com, but have not heard back.  
Action: Clerk to chase. 

 
11.  Village Hall Liaison 

a) Constitution: Initial thoughts are back from our specialist solicitors. They have 
advised that we could possibly change the constitution to a charitable vehicle so that 
if the village hall were to be refurbished, VAT could be claimed back on the works 
undertaken. DPC intend to bring this subject to the next meeting of the Village Hall 
Management Committee for their comment.  

b) Flooding update: Members of the Village Hall committee have spoken with the Herts 
County Council flooding dept. HCC have been out to look at the flooding issues and 
have advised that a report has been commissioned to make sure flooding does not 
happen again. A specialist consultant has now been appointed to write this report. Cllr 
Chapman advised that UKPN also have concerns about the flooding. 
 

12.  Compliance, Legal, Insurance and Policies 
Cllr Dodson proposed a recorded vote to move items A and C in to a Part II session, 
closed to the press and public under the 1960 Act. This is due to the legal matters that 
need to be discussed. Unanimous vote from the councillors to do this.  

b) Plough Car Park update - awaiting both sides solicitors to engage with one another.  
 

13.  Environmental Group 
a) Objection to London Luton Airport Expansion: We submitted our objection letter 

ahead of the deadline. Over the last year or so, DPC have received a number of 
complaints from residents regarding undue noise, which was affecting the quality of 
their lives. Datchworth sits under the departure flight path from Luton airport. Our 
objection letter has been well received by residents.   

 
14.  Burnham Green Joint Management Committee 

Cllr Dodson commented that there has not been a management meeting since we last 
met, but these items relate to the Burnham Green area.   
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a) Improvement of fencing - Cllr Dodson commented that we need to pressure wash 

and treat the fencing around the play area. Cllr Groves confirmed that one of the 
gateposts is now rotting and requires replacement. Cllr Groves is in the process of 
obtaining quotes and these will be brought to Full Council for approval next month.   

b) Enforcement update - covered under Planning.  
c) Bin rota - We have sent a letter to the Village Hall at Burnham Green asking residents 

to inform us if the bins are looking full, to manage the risk of overflowing bins.   
d) Play Park - Drainage, Gate, Swing Replacement - Cllr Barker commented that the 

woodwork surrounding the slide requires cleaning as is covered in algae. Cllr 
Chapman has obtained advice on the drainage issues at the green. It is very wet due 
to the soil conditions. Cllr Chapman commented that the soil should be aerated to help 
assist with the drainage. The swing replacement has been curtailed due to COVID, as 
manufacturers have not been able to meet with us. However, Cllr Chapman has 
appointments now with both Wicksteed and Sovereign for quotes.  
Cllr Chapman is researching products to help with the build-up of algae and will obtain 
quotations to have all equipment pressure washed to prevent the build-up. Grass seed 
and painting the picket fence also required.  
Action: Cllr Chapman to obtain quotes for pressure wash and algaecide. 
Action: TAOS to pick up any further action required.  

e) Bus Stop Update - As weather improves, Cllr Chapman intends on painting the bus 
stop. Books to borrow will be put in here once restrictions allow. 

f) Village Hall Letter - Letter received from BGVHC outlining concerns they have, 
including the replacement swing. We have responded and answered their queries. 
Await to hear back.  

g) Highways Issues - The pavement issue has now been resolved, however when the 
repair work was carried out the contractors caused considerable damage to the grass 
verges. Cllr Chapman has written to HCC who have responded to apologise and say 
they will make good. Cllr Chapman also confirmed that we plan to apply to have a kerb 
built at Burnham Green to protect the verges from the bus stop onwards.  

h) Letter re: Gullies and Drainage on Burnham Green Road, Kerb of Burnham 
Green and Spoiled Verges - A resident has written in to complain about the blocked 
gullies. Cllr Chapman wants to make sure that the jetting programme is adequate and 
that the interceptors on BGR are emptied.  
Action: Highways to follow up with resident. 

 
15. TAOS - Trees Amenities & Outdoor Spaces 

a) Turkey Farm Basketball Claim Update - Zurich have responded to say that we 
have no claim, as it is the ground that has caused the damage and we are not 
covered. The tree officer from EHDC contradicts their position. We must now decide 
if we want to take our claim to the MD of Zurich before we go to the ombudsman or if 
we accept that we have to repair the basketball court ourselves and possibly take the 
offending tree down. Cllr Dodson commented that given we have the backing of the 
tree officer; we should be taking this one-step higher.  
Action: Cllr Chapman to draft letter for approval.  

b) Raffin Green Lane verges - Already covered. 
c) Risk Assessments - Cllr Dodson commented that we may need to look in to 

outsourcing these, as there is so much to do. In the meantime, Cllr Dodson will put out 
an email to all councillors with a list identifying the different areas which need 
addressing. Councillors to confirm where they can assist.  
Action: Cllr Dodson to send email.  
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d) Repair of Equipment - Cllr Chapman confirmed that Sovereign have been to inspect, 

but as there was snow on the day of their visit, they were not able to carry out a full 
assessment. Cllr Chapman has gone back to them and asked them to re-visit, as 
several issues have not been dealt with. Cllr Gilbert updated on the damaged slide. 
Wicksteed have confirmed that they can now fix it on site and re-position, so courier 
no longer required. Quote is substantial at £655.68 plus VAT.  Councillors discussed 
that we need to weigh up cost of repair with purchase of a new slide. Cllr Chapman 
commented that Wicksteed are coming to site tomorrow, so would be a good idea for 
us to discuss the slide repair costs with them on site.  

e) Benches and Memorial Bench and Plaque - Cllr Groves has placed order and 
invoice has been paid. Delivery should be within the week. Cllr Groves will then 
purchase and have plaque engraved. Wording already confirmed.  

f) Repair of footpath by school - Cllr Groves has been in touch with footpaths officer. 
There has now been three attempts to repair the path, which has only made it worse. 
We will be writing to HCC with a formal complaint and to request a site visit.   
Action: Clerk to put a formal complaint in writing to HCC. 

g) Further hedge planting - Cllr Groves proposed we plant a hedgerow around the 
leisure plots to improve the fence line. Cllr Groves has looked in to hedge packs 
available through the National Trust free of charge. The hedging must be human and 
animal friendly. There are 420 plants in each pack, one pack is available to each 
association per six months.  Will look to apply for one now and another in the autumn. 
Action: Cllr Groves to email the TAOS Group post meeting to make a decision 
on which hedge pack to go for i.e. which species. 

h) Raffin Close Tree Quotes - Clerk approached several tree surgeons to undertake the 
consented works on the oak tree and beech tree at Raffin Close. 
Councillors agreed to move forward with the lowest quote, but who we choose will 
depend on the timescales given.    
Action: Clerk to go back Rob Cooper to see when the works can be done. 
Cllr Chapman proposed we agree to a budget of £1,450 for the works.  
Cllr Groves seconded. 

i) Turkey Farm Hedge: Two quotes received so far. Clarification needed as to when we 
want these works doing, either now or in the autumn. Councillors agreed we would 
see if this work could be done in the next week, if not, then we will defer to the autumn.  
In the same context, Cllr Groves has received correspondence from a resident asking 
for the hedge at Nutcroft to be cut.  
Cllr Chapman proposed we agree a budget of £450 for the hedge at Turkey Farm.  
Seconded by Cllr Groves.  
Action: Cllr Groves to respond to resident re: Nutcroft hedge and obtain quotes 
for a cut. 

 
16. Highways 

a) Investigation of miscellaneous tree planting - Reports of miscellaneous tree 
planting on the village green and Bulls Green. We tried to contact the County Council, 
as Highways may believe they own the right hand side of the village green. Cllr 
Chapman asked to meet with them to discuss, but no response to date. Cllr Chapman 
will make contact again this week and copy in Cllr Crofton.   

b) Signage & cameras - defer to the March meeting. 
 

17. Finance  
a) Approve Internal Auditor - McCash and Hay put forward by the RFO. Recorded vote 

proposed by Cllr Dodson. 7 for, Cllr Little voted against as has not seen previous work 
of auditor. 
Action: RFO to write to McCash & Hay to formally appoint them 

b) Date of next Finance Meeting - Councillors to agree a date over email.  
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c) Litter Picker backpay - Cllr Stowe proposed we pay the back pay to the litter picker. 
Seconded by Cllr Groves. Cllr Little voted against.  
Recorded vote, 7 councillors for, 1 against.  
Action: RFO to arrange for backpay to be paid in March salary 

d) Approval of expenditure for EHDC to review HR policies. Proposed by Cllr 
Dodson. Recorded vote. 7 councillors for, Cllr Little against.  
Action: Cllr Dodson to liaise with EHDC.  

e) Approval of monthly finance report - Cllr Dodson proposed, seconded by Cllr 
Stowe. Recorded vote: 7 for, Cllr Little nem. con.  

 
18. Clerks Report 

b) Datchworth Annual Footpath Report - Author of report has agreed to attend next 
DPC meeting to discuss in more detail.  

c) UK Power Networks update - Fisher German, the surveyors acting on behalf of 
UKPN, have been in contact. There are concerns over the position of UKPN’s power 
line as very close to the Pre-school. Clerk has provided information requested to date, 
and they will update us as and when there is progress.  

d) Lappsett Site Visit - Site visit requested as want to discuss with them the zip line at 
the Turkey Farm. Cllr Groves would like to be kept informed of their visit as has 
additional matters to raise. 

e) Allotment Tenancy Agreement - Clerk and Cllr Groves to liaise. Cllr Groves to send 
across rent renewal letter to the Clerk who in turn will circulate amongst councillors. 
The new Tenancy Agreement must be agreed in TAOS and Full Council 

f) Tree Survey/Quotes - Clerk to update and table all quotes. 
g) Tree Update: Tree management in Burnham Green play area - no update. Proposal 

to go through the BGJMC to see if the tree can be pruned. It is a HCC tree.   
Action: Clerk to write to HCC with a copy of the tree survey report outlining the 
recommendations for the tree.   

h) Ink for Clerk’s Printer - Clerk would like to purchase new ink through the HP instant 
ink subscription. Cllr Stowe proposed Clerk take out the HP Instant ink monthly 
subscription at a cost of £10.00 per month or less. Seconded by Cllr Barker.  

i) Letter from Resident - Resident concerned about wire meshing over a pond and 
some old vegetable netting left lying on the ground, as could endanger the safety of 
wildlife. Cllr Groves commented that the pond is only an inch deep, so should be safe 
for animals. Cllr Groves to make contact through the clerk with the resident to meet on 
site with other Councillors to discuss.  Fallen tree branch across path to the rear of the 
bowling club. Cllr Stowe commented that it is not a formal footpath, therefore access 
officer will not do it. Cllr Groves offered to remove it. Cllr Dodson suggested TAOS 
group meet to discuss all items addressed in the letter and a site meeting organised. 
Speed signs at Bramfield road were also raised which will be dealt with by Highways.  

j) Overhanging hedge at Bulls Green - Cllr Barker confirmed that a resident has been 
in touch about an overhanging hedge close to the pond. Cllr Stowe confirmed that this 
would either be the responsibility of Highways or the resident. Need to clarify 
ownership, before responding to the resident.  
Action: Cllr Barker/TAOS to establish responsibility and take action accordingly. 

 
19.  District Councillors Report 

a) COVID 19 Update - Infection rate is down to 73 per 100,000 in the East Herts District. 
A huge improvement on where it was. Vaccination rate is at 53% for those eligible.  
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b) Virtual Meetings - Current rules for holding virtual meetings is due to run out in May 

2021. However, as yet, Govt. have not extended the legislation. EHDC looking in to 
ideas for meetings beyond this date, which enable social distancing as required.  
 

c) Boundaries Meeting - EHDC holding a meeting on the 24th March. Anyone can 
attend. Last review done in this area was in 1998.  
Action: Clerk to circulate invitation amongst councillors.  
 

d) Food Waste Campaign - EHDC have a campaign to stop people wasting food. This 
will be a large marketing campaign and we may wish to link in to this with our 
website/Facebook pages.  

 
 

Meeting closed to the Press & Public at 9:07pm. 
 
 


