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Parish Clerk: Lucy Crofton 
Tel: 07938 743424 Email: clerk@datchworth-pc.gov.uk  

             
Minutes of the Datchworth Parish Council Meeting 

Held ‘Virtually’ via Zoom 
 Tuesday 23rd March 2021 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:   Cllrs. Jane Dodson, Tony Stowe, Tracy Chapman, James Garrod, 

Charlie Groves, Natasha Burton, David Little, David Kelleher, Anne 
Barker and William Gilbert 
      

In Attendance:      Eight Members of the Public  
 
Introduction - The meeting was opened by Cllr. Dodson who confirmed virtual housekeeping 
rules. 

 
1. To receive and accept apologies for absence - None received. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests - Cllr Groves declared that he is a tenant at the Turkey Farm 

leisure plots.  
 
3. To grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate and if necessary - None 

received. 
 
4. Minutes  

Verification of Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 23rd February 2021 including 
the closed minutes from that session.  
A member of the public had requested that Under Item 15h, the minutes stated that there 
were two Oak trees, when it should have read one oak tree and one beech tree.  
Cllr Little commented that there was no vote recorded for Item 15 h) and 15 i), only a 
proposer and a seconder. Cllr Little also commented that under Item 17e, one cannot vote 
nem con. He proposed it should read that it was passed nem con or that Cllr Little 
abstained. Cllr Little asked for sight of the closed minutes, Councillors voted that these 
would be discussed and agreed during a closed meeting session to follow the public 
meeting.      
Action: Clerk to make necessary changes. 
Action: Clerk to upload closed minutes to Councillor documents page for Cllr 
Little, as he had not picked up the email.  
Cllr Dodson proposed we accept the minutes subject to the amendments, 
Seconded by Cllr Stowe. 
Vote taken to approve the main minutes:  All Councillors agreed.  
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Vote taken to approve public closed minutes: All Councillors agreed.  
Vote to take closed minutes in to a Part II session: All Councillors agreed. 

 
5. Actions and Updates Arising from the Last Meeting 

a) 4.a: Make amendment to Item 15a of the January 2021 draft minutes. Clerk confirmed 
this was done. 

b) 10.a: Chase the group involved with Datchworth.com for a response to our letter. 
Action: Clerk to chase.  

c) 14.d Obtain quotes for pressure wash and algaecide at Burnham Green Play Park. 
Cllr Chapman has obtained one quote, but is struggling to find a supplier, as they need 
a water supply. 
Action: Cllr Chapman to speak to Burnham Green Village Hall Committee to see 
if they have a water supply we can use.  

d) 14.h: Follow up with resident with regards to the blocked gullies at Burnham Green 
Road. Has not been followed up as yet.  
Action: Clerk to speak to HCC. 

e) 15.a Turkey Farm Basketball Court claim: Escalate complaint to MD of Zurich. Draft 
letter for approval. On agenda. 

f) 15.c: Risk Assessments. Circulate to Councillors. Look in to outsourcing:  Cllr Dodson 
has finalised and will circulate this week. Documents have been updated. 

g) 15.f: Repair of footpath by school. Complaint to go to Herts County Council requesting 
a site visit. Letter to be sent: On agenda 

h) 15.g: Further hedge planting at Turkey Farm. Email the TAOS Group to make a 
decision on which hedge pack to go for i.e. which species: On agenda 

i) 15.h: Appoint tree surgeon for works at Raffin Close. Of the two most competitive 
quotes, we will instruct whoever can start soonest: Done. 

j) 15. i: Turkey Farm and Nutcroft Hedges. Obtain quotes: On agenda 
k) 17.a: Instruct the approved internal auditor: Done 
l) 17.c: Arrange for the Litter Pickers back pay to be paid in his March salary: Done 
m) 17.d: Liaise with EHDC to review HR policies: Done  
n) 18.g: Tree management in Burnham Green Play Area, we are to write to HCC with a 

copy of the tree survey report outlining recommendations: On agenda 
o) 18.j: Overhanging hedge at Bulls Green, establish responsibility and take action 

accordingly: Responsibility with Highways. Cllr Garrod has dealt with this and 
has reported it.  

p) 19.c: Circulate invitation to EHDC Boundaries meeting to all councillors: Done.  
 

6. Public Open Session 
Member of the Public 1: 
MOP1 submitted various questions regarding the Plough Car Park in advance. Cllr 
Dodson explained that the DPC is currently formulating a statement for the public, which 
once checked by our legal team will be published and this should cover all of the questions 
raised. This should be available in advance of our next monthly meeting.  
   
Member of the Public 2:  
MOP2 commented that the litter bin next to the school is overflowing and has not been 
emptied for some time. The Clerk confirmed that there had been reports of a couple of 
bins in the village not being emptied frequently enough and that she had spoken with our 
litter picker who has been asked to increase the frequency of emptying bins in certain 
locations.  
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Member of the Public 3:  
Concerned about bicycles in the village thinking they have right of way on footpaths. 
Cyclists going too fast, not taking care when people and dogs are in their way. It is a 
footpath and bicycles are not allowed. What can be done to police the footpaths? Cllr 
Stowe commented that we should lobby the access department at HCC.  
Drainage on some of the footpaths is very bad. MOP3 has spoken to the council and 
offered to help out with the drainage in an area he is working on at the moment.  
 
Member of the Public 4: 
MOP4 has concerns over the tree works planned at Raffin Close. MOP4 wanted to know 
that the Parish Council were aware of the representations made on their own behalf. 
MOP4 would like to know what the next steps are and if DPC will review the decisions it 
has previously made having now heard more from concerned residents. Will DPC defer 
these tree works until the representations have been properly considered and the 
questions answered? Cllr Dodson confirmed that DPC had received their concerns. Cllr 
Dodson commented that MOP4 has raised a lot of questions which we cannot go through 
this evening. Their request has been received and we will respond to MOP4 with all the 
answers in the prescribed time frame. Cllr Dodson commented that the parish tree survey 
was carried out last year and in line with the results of the report, we approached EHDC 
to obtain consent for the required works. MOP4 has concerns over the survey and reasons 
behind the request and asked that the works are deferred until they have had proper 
consideration including interventions from EHDC.  
 
Guest Speaker: Andrew Marr - author of the Datchworth Parish Footpaths Report. 
Dr Marr walks all the paths in the village at least once a year. He walks during winter to 
see the paths in their worst state. Reports are sent to HCC to the Rights of Way Officer, 
but very little feedback received for Datchworth village. The paths are generally in a good 
condition. This winter has been very wet and there is a lot of flooding in the Parish. 
Hardcore has been put down in some areas to alleviate historic flooding. There are areas 
now where it is very boggy and HCC need to know that there are issues, so Dr Marr 
encouraged reports to be made to increase priority level. Dr Marr suggested it would be 
useful to have a meeting with the rights of way officer to discuss issues within the village. 
Cllr Dodson commented that the TAOS Group will be meeting shortly to discuss the report 
and look at the actions recommended.   
Cllr Stowe raised a concern over the report stating that hardcore should be put down on 
the village green to deal with the flooding/boggy ground. He commented that this would 
be totally inappropriate as this would be considered construction on the green, which we 
cannot do. Dr Marr agreed to update the report to remove this recommendation. 
Action: Clerk to add updated Report to the website.  
Action: TAOS Group to review report and make representation at the next FC 
meeting. 
 

7. Policies Review and Approval 
Cllr Dodson confirmed that the policies were circulated prior to the meeting and uploaded 
to the website.  
a) Child Protection Policy - Vote to accept the policy. 9 councillors for, 1 councillor 

abstained. 
b) Social Networking - Vote to accept the policy – 9 councillors for, 1 against.   
c) Tree Policy - Vote to accept the policy – 9 councillors for, 1 councillor abstained.  
Action: Clerk to upload policies to our website. 
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8. Planning: 

Cllr Dodson confirmed that planning applications are now available to view online. 
Concerns raised that we are not being sent all the applications/decisions for our parish. 
Action: Clerk to make contact with EHDC to query as to why we are not being sent 
all of the applications/decisions.  

 
9. Website and Comms Group: 

a) Datchworth.info domain name – DPC have written to the group involved with 
Datchworth.com but have not heard back.  
Action: Clerk to chase. 

 
10.  Village Hall Liaison 

a) Constitution: No further update. Village Hall Management Committee meeting is 
taking place on the 24th March and an update will follow in April.  

b) Flooding update: Cllr Chapman commented that two of the village hall committee 
members were meeting with HCC representatives today to discuss the flooding at the 
back of the village hall. No update currently.   

c) Car Park: No further update. The builder of the new build properties nearby has 
tapped in to the drainage at the village hall without seeking permission from DPC. This 
will be discussed at our next CLIPs meeting.  
 

11.  Compliance, Legal, Insurance and Policies 
a) Terms of Reference - Cllr Stowe explained that a new Terms of Reference has been 

drawn up. This has been circulated to all councillors. Cllr Stowe would like to 
recommend this to Full Council for approval. Cllr Stowe proposed. Cllr Chapman 
Seconded. Vote taken: 9 Councillors for, 1 abstained (as had not had sight of the 
document).   
Action: Clerk to send another copy to Cllr Little. 

b) Bury Lane - Awaiting confirmation of the price quoted for the report/valuation from the 
surveyor. This will then be sent to the resident.  

c) Roman Road - Another party has been asked to help fund repairs. We need to put 
together a letter to the residents, re-iterating that before any works are carried out, 
approval is sought from the Parish Council.  
Action: Clerk to prepare letter.  

d) Communication from Resident - Ongoing. Vote to take this in to Part II. Unanimous 
vote from the Councillors.  

 
12.  Burnham Green Joint Management Committee 

a) BGVHC - Cllr Dodson confirmed that we have written to the Burnham Green Village 
Hall Committee, no reply as yet. Have also received a letter from the BGVHC Chair 
advising that they are happy for a DPC councillor to go on their committee. Clerk needs 
to write back to them to advise on the process.   
Action: Clerk to write to BGVHC 

b) WPC/Tree responsibility update - Tree survey of Burnham Green was done last 
year. There is a joint lease between Datchworth and Welwyn, but we now believe that 
the responsibility of the trees may fall under HCC. We need to establish who will carry 
out required works. 
Action: Write to Welwyn PC/HCC to clarify responsibility/chase up on next 
meeting.   
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c) Gate post replacement - Cllr Groves has obtained one quote to date, and is awaiting 

two more. First quote has come in at £150.00 for the replacement post and installation. 
Cllr Dodson proposed we approve expenditure of £150 for this item. 
Vote taken and unanimous vote to approve this.     
Action: Cllr Groves to obtain two further quotes and action best quote. 

d) Play equipment - Looking to reaffirm quotations for the play equipment. The most 
pressing issue being the swing. Wicksteed have quoted for a double swing in a 
previously used double bay and also for a basket swing. Two further quotes required.  
Action: TAOS to source two further quotations. 

e) Pressure-washing quote for approval - One quote in, require two more. We must 
speak to the BGVHC to see if there is access to water.  
Action: Cllr Chapman to write to Village Hall Committee.  

f) Dates for future meetings 
Action: Pick up with the Clerk at Welwyn Parish Council.  

 
13.  Environmental Group 

a) Airport expansion consultation - Our objection letter was submitted in February. No 
further correspondence received. Still under consultation.  
 

14. TAOS - Trees Amenities & Outdoor Spaces 
a) Turkey Farm Hedge cutting update - Works have now been done and we are 

awaiting the invoice.  
b) Turkey Farm Basketball Claim - No further update. Carry forward to next months 

meeting.  
c) Hedge planting update - Works have not been carried out yet due to the inclement 

weather. Carry forward.  
d) Relocation of All Saints Primary School banner – Cllr Dodson declared an interest 

as is a Governor at the school. Would like to move the banner to the church path, so 
long as it does not coincide with any banners the Reverend wishes to put up.  

  Action: Clerk to write to the vicar to obtain approval.  
e) Repair of footpath by school - A letter has been drafted and approved along with 

photographic evidence. Cllr Groves has previously met with the Rights of Way officer 
from HCC. Works as far as we are concerned have not been carried out to a 
satisfactory standard. Await reply.  

f) Grass cutting quotes - One quote in, two more required. Cllr Kelleher commented 
that given we are struggling to get further quotations, could we proceed with our 
previous contractor. Our financial regulations allow this if we are unable to obtain the 
three quotes. Their quote is only 1.5% higher than last year. Cllr Stowe proposed that 
we award the contract for the current year. Cllr Kelleher seconded. Vote taken. 
Unanimous vote in favour  

  Action: Clerk to follow up with grass contractor.   
g) Repair of equipment (Sovereign) - Meeting held with Sovereign about the long-

standing snags. We are expecting a response from them now to resolve our list of 
issues.  

h) Repair of Slide - We need to know if we can weld the brackets on to the slide in situ 
or if we need to send it away. Costs are quite different. Wicksteed have quoted £655.68 
to weld it on site. Member of the Public raised his concerns over welding on site, as it 
is a very specialist job. Suggested that as it is such a specialist job, we should look in 
to taking it to a specialist stainless steel welder. If we can courier the slide to 
Wicksteed, they will do the works at their facility, then return and re-install. The costs 
for this option are substantially lower.  
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  Action: Cllr Gilbert to finalise quotes and circulate to Full Council.  
i) Benches & Memorial Plaque - Bench will be installed shortly once inclement weather 

improves. Plaque to be purchased once the shops re-open. Plan is to put the bench 
on existing concrete slabs by the basketball court – TAOS to discuss exact positioning 
at their next meeting on site. 

j) Raffin Close – Tree Works - Already discussed.  
k) Leisure plot – renewal letters - Due out shortly. CLIPs to discuss at their next 

meeting and liaise with the Clerk with regards to sending these out.  
 
15. Highways 

a) SIDs Camera – Cllr Chapman commented that there is funding available for Highways 
improvements including SIDs cameras. Idea needs to be formulated and submitted by 
2nd April. We should use data accumulated by the village group who take speed checks 
on the village green.  
Action: Cllr Chapman and Cllr Burton to take forward.  

b) Miscellaneous Tree Planting at Bulls Green - No update. Have not had a response 
from HCC. 
Action: Clerk to follow up. 

c) Signage & Cameras: Can find only one supplier (who works with HCC), who monitor 
activity and act upon it. Could make it more cost effective to work with other Parish 
Councils on our boundaries. They provide signage. Cost has come in at approximately 
£550.00 per camera.  
Action: Cllr Kelleher to look at the cost of signs and exact locations. We then 
need to look at whether we need to write to boundary councils to share costs. 
Cllr Kelleher to circulate two further quotes within a summary.  

d) Road Safety Fund: Already discussed.  
e) Kerbs at Burnham Green - Approval given for letter drafted re: kerbs at Burnham 

Green. We are hoping to have a granite kerb installed all the way around the green, 
to hopefully prevent cars parking on the green and churning it up.  
Proposed by Cllr Chapman. Seconded by Cllr Barker.  
Action: Clerk to send letter. 

 
16. Finance  

a) To consider and authorise payments for March in accordance with the budget - 
Cllr Dodson proposed that we accept this. Seconded by Cllr Stowe. Cllr Little 
objected. Vote taken: 9 Councillors in favour. 1 against.  

b) Purchase of PPE for Litter Picker - Clerk has looked in to costs, which have come 
in at between £30.00 and £50.00. Member of the public recommended composite 
boots/trainers with undersole, rather than heavy steel toe capped boots. 
Cllr Dodson proposed we agree a budget of up to £50.00 for the boots. Seconded 
by Cllr Chapman. Vote taken: All in favour. Cllr Little questioned which budget 
and which line of the budget this expenditure would be coming out of. It will go 
within next year’s budget under the General Reserves. 
Action: Clerk to purchase boots for litter picker up to a value of £50.00. 

 
17. HR Committee 

a) RFO Role - Cllr Dodson proposed that the RFO role is extended for a further six 
months following a recommendation from the HR committee. Seconded by Cllr Stowe. 
Vote taken: 9 councillors in favour, 1 abstained.  
Action: Cllr Dodson to write official letter to RFO offering an extension to their 
contract.  
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b) Staff Salaries - In line with the national living wage, we need to increase our litter 

picker salary. Following a satisfactory review, Cllr Dodson proposed that we award 
a 1 salary scale point increase to our Clerk, which equates to a 2% increase. 
Seconded by Cllr Stowe. Vote taken: 9 in favour, 1 abstained.  

 
18. Clerks Report 

a) Meeting at Turkey Farm with resident re concerns  
Action: Clerk to arrange meeting with the resident and obtain dates.  

b) Raffin Green Lane – damage to verges - These were remedied by the resident but 
unfortunately were damaged again by a dust cart. Cllr Stowe commented that if we 
get complaints from residents, we should direct them to the complaints page with HCC.    

c) Police Priorities Settings Meeting - Statutory Consultee feedback. Clerk asked for 
councillors and residents to email her with any points they would like to raise.  

 
19. AOB 

 
 

Meeting closed to the Press & Public at 9:21pm. 
 
 

Following approval to approve the Minutes in a session excluded to the Press & Public, the 
following was discussed:- 

 
1. Approve Part II Minutes from 23rd February meeting:  Amendment required under 
Correspondence received on behalf of a resident, this should have read CLIPs to organise 
a virtual meeting to discuss our response, not TAOS. 
Cllr Dodson proposed we accept the minutes, with this amendment. 9 in favour. Cllr 
Little abstained.  
Action: Clerk to make necessary amendment. 
Action: Clerk to put February’s minutes excluded to the Press & Public on to the 
Councillor Documents page of the website for Cllr Little to review.  
 
Following unanimous approval, it was agreed to take the following issue in to a 
session where the Press & Public are excluded and the following was discussed:- 
 
2. Correspondence from Resident: Cllr Stowe commented that we have had a letter 
before action from a barrister.   
Action: Clerk to put letter sent to the barrister in the Councillor Documents page for 
Cllr Little to review.  
 

 
 

 
Meeting closed at 9:39pm 

 


