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Parish Clerk: Lucy Crofton 
Tel: 07938 743424 Email: clerk@datchworth-pc.gov.uk  

             
Minutes of the Datchworth Parish Council Meeting 

Held ‘Virtually’ via Zoom 
 Tuesday 26th January 2021 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:   Cllrs. Jane Dodson, Tony Stowe, Tracy Chapman, Charlie Groves, 

Natasha Burton, David Little, Anne Barker, William Gilbert and David 
Kelleher. 
      

In Attendance:      Eight Members of the Public  
 
Introduction - The meeting was opened by Cllr. Dodson who confirmed virtual 
housekeeping rules. 

 
1. To receive and accept apologies for absence - Cllr. James Garrod. 
 
2. Declaration of Interests - None received. 
 
3. To grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate and if necessary - None 

received. 
 
4. Minutes  

Verification of Minutes of the Full Council Meeting on 24th November 2020. Proposed 
Cllr Dodson. Seconded Cllr Stowe. Minutes Approved. 
 

5. Actions and Updates Arising from the Last Meeting 
a) Anti - Social behaviour and Fly Tipping: Cllr Kelleher confirmed that planning 

permission is required to put signs up and cameras. Cllr Kelleher has not taken this 
further. Cllr Gilbert suggested we try putting one camera up in our Parish to see if it 
has an effect. We can then publicise it.  

Action: Cllr Kelleher to investigate further. Carry forward to next meeting.  
b) Tennis Club Letter: This has now been sent. Tennis Club will deal with the repair 

works themselves.   
c) Repair to the School Path. Cllr Groves is in dialogue with Herts County Council. 

Works were due to commence on the 18th January. Council patched the path on the 
15th January. This work has been done poorly and it has unfortunately made the path 
more uneven than before. Cllr Groves has sent photos of the path to the council and 
is hoping to hear back shortly. 

d) Update on meetings with Highways: Cllr Chapman has not been able to take things 
forward here due to new COVID restrictions. Carry forward.  
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e) Bank reconciliation review: This has now been agreed and signed by Cllr Little. The 
next reconciliation is now not due until the financial year-end. The layout has been 
changed.  

f) Insurance exclusions - Communicable diseases: Cllr Chapman confirmed that the 
insurers had written back to say this would not apply to our trees. Have not heard back 
from them concerning the Basketball Court.  
Action: Cllr Chapman to follow up with insurance company.  

g) Budget, Nutcroft Grass and Hedges: Cost for grass cutting and hedges has been 
incorporated within the two higher precept budget spreadsheets which will be 
discussed later.   

h) Letters to Village Associations re: Condolence Books: Both sent by Clerk to 
Church and Village Halls.   

i) Amazon Book Sales: All working as it should. DPC have an account with Amazon 
Europe, not Amazon Worldwide, which is why Amazon.com does not work, only .co.uk. 
  

Cllr Dodson requested that all actions outstanding at the bottom of the Action list are to be 
carried forward.  
 
6. Public Open Session 

Member of the Public 1:   
Requested an update on the proposed Easement Policy for DPC. Cllr Stowe confirmed 
this has not yet been taken forward, as every easement is so different. Cllr Stowe has 
been looking at ideas with Cllr Little, but nothing formulated as yet.    
Member of the Public 1 also enquired as to an update on the Coltsfoot Lane request for 
easement. Cllr Stowe confirmed DPC have written to the applicant’s solicitor asking why 
they want access and for what purpose. No response to date.   
Member of the Public 2:  
Question concerns “severe damage to the highway grass verge outside 3 Raffin Green 
Lane, caused by the owner’s contractors using excessively large HGV’s during the 
reconstruction works”. A number of local residents have expressed their concern to 
Member of the Public 2 about the apparent absence of a proper construction management 
plan or onsite supervision. Would like DPC to pursue with the Highway Authority to resolve 
the unsightly mess on the resident’s behalf. 
Cllr Groves confirmed the matter has already been brought to his attention. He has spoken 
with the landowner, who has reassured him that once building works are completed, he 
will personally ensure that the area is made good again.  
Proposal by Cllr Stowe: DPC to write to the householder setting out the concerns of 
residents about the damage. We need written assurance from the householder that they 
will take full financial responsibility. If Highways become aware of this problem they may 
well take further action themselves.   
Seconded: Cllr Kelleher.   
Action: Clerk to write to owner. 

 
7. Planning Report 

a. No comments from Councillors received. Cllr Dodson asked that going forward, we 
write to EHDC in response to every application received even if no 
comments/objections made. 

b. The Horns PH Update: Cllr Chapman confirmed that DPC have written to the Head of 
Planning and Head of Enforcement at EHDC asking why, given that it is a historic Pub 
nestling on the edge of a historic green, they will be taking no further action with 
regards the Dog House annexe. Awaiting their reply. 
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c. 8 Whitehorse Lane: Cllr Chapman explained that a planning application has come in 
for a 3 bed bungalow on 8 Whitehorse Lane/108 Burnham Green Road, where there 
is also an enforcement regarding a number of cars parked in the garden of 108 
Burnham Green Road. There is no fencing between the two properties. When DPC 
looked at the planning application plans, it looked like some of the parking spaces that 
they have requested are sitting on Burnham Green itself. We have notified the local 
authority that there needs to be more clarity and we have also written to Herts County 
Council who own the Green so that they can put forward their response should they 
so wish and copied in Welwyn Parish Council to inform them. Cllr Barker commented 
that she had visited the property and could see no notification of the planning 
application. Clerk has written to the Council querying this. Cllr Stowe commented that 
the formal notification to residents is on the EHDC website, as can’t guarantee that 
paper copies will stay in place.  

d. Cllr Dodson proposed that rather than a monthly planning report, the Clerk put all 
Planning Applications on our website as and when they come in, so that members of 
the public can see them immediately, rather than waiting until the end of the month. 
Seconded: Cllr Kelleher.  

 
8. Website and Comms Group 

a) Withdrawal of Councillors contact details from Website and Parish Magazine:  
In terms of professionalism, Cllr Dodson suggested that this would be the right thing 
to do. It is best practice for all correspondence to go the through the Clerk rather than 
individual councillors. The Clerk can then direct it to the right councillor. 
Cllr Dodson proposed motion.  
Seconded by Cllr Chapman.  
Full Council voted. 7 in favour, 2 against. Motion carried forward. 
Action: Clerk to advise the editor of Parish Magazine to remove Councillor 
emails/telephone numbers and update our website accordingly. 

b) Datchworth.Info: Letter has been drafted to be sent to the group who run the .info 
and the Parish Magazine, to conclude the issue with the domain name.  
Cllr Chapman proposed letter to be sent. Cllr Kelleher Seconded.  

 
9. Village Hall Liaison  

a) Constitution: Should receive quote from Wellers Hedleys this week for them to look 
at the constitution and advise accordingly. Carry forward to next month. 

b) Roof/Refurbishment Update: Cllr Chapman confirmed that at the last management 
committee meeting, it was agreed that the cost of repairing the flat roof was extremely 
high. Given that the Village Hall needs a lot of work, the VHMC discussed whether or 
not it should be considering a re-build in the area in question and possibly an 
extension. Members of the VHMC discussed this enthusiastically. Agreed that they 
should look in to grants available. Need to look at the feasibility of this and whether 
DPC should be involved for the benefit of the Parish.   

 
10. Compliance, Legal, Insurance and Policies: (CLIP Group) 

a) Bury Lane easement update: This item is to go to the end of the agenda and will be 
taken in to a session where the press & public are excluded. 

b) Nutcroft - Update on Lease: The lease has now been agreed and returned to EHDC 
for them to sign and seal.  

c) Amendment to Standing Order: It was agreed at the last meeting to look at Section 
3X of the Standing Orders. At present it reads “a meeting shall not exceed a period of 
more than 2.5 hours”. The proposal is that after this sentence, we will add “unless the  
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members and officers recorded as being present at the meeting unanimously agree to 
extend the time limit for that particular meeting”. Cllr Stowe added that the members 
present would have to vote on extending the meeting or alternatively postpone it to 
another date. Wording to be added, “or to adjourn it to an agreed future date”.  
Cllr Little proposed this new wording. Seconded by Cllr Stowe. 

 
 
11.  Environmental Group 

a) Tree planting update in the Turkey Farm: Cllr Chapman confirmed this has now been 
done successfully. Cllr Groves commented that there was an issue regarding a gap in 
the hedging on the sloped area, which could pose a health and safety issue. The 
relocation of a few saplings will remedy this. Having seen the success of the tree 
planting, Cllr Groves would now like to apply for a hedge pack from the National Trust 
to go around the allotments on the outside of the fence. This would help improve the 
fence line and would hopefully stop people from sitting on the fence and causing 
further damage. Might also help with the water-logged area, by soaking up some of 
the water.  
Action: Cllrs Garrod/Groves to relocate saplings to close gap on sloped area. 
Action: Cllr Groves to look in to this and liaise with the Environmental Group. 
 

12.  Burnham Green Joint Management Committee (BGJMC) 
a) Tree update – removal of tree in play area. Unfortunately, there has not been a 

BGJMC meeting in order to bring this up. However we found out at the last meeting 
that Welwyn have had it confirmed that the lease we have signed does not include 
Trees, only Grass. Cllr Chapman suggested we write to Herts CC to inform them that 
this tree is overhanging the Park and is a Health and Safety risk. There is no TPO on 
it. We would like it lifted, or at least surveyed to confirm it is not a risk. Further research 
required. Cllr Chapman proposed we write to Welwyn. Seconded by Cllr Groves.  
Action: Clerk to write to HCC. 

 
13.  TAOS - Trees, Amenities and Outdoor Spaces 

a) Turkey Farm - Basketball Court Claim Update: Need evidence re: the soil moisture 
argument. DPC are covered for surfaces so feel we should be covered.   

b) Turkey Farm - Hedge Cutting quotation approval. Clerk to obtain third quote. Cllr 
Chapman suggested we vote to spend up to a certain amount of money. RFO 
commented that there is no budget for it this financial year. We would need to move 
money from somewhere else to pay for it. Cllr Chapman commented that it is a health 
and safety issue. We have quotes to trim the front and back of the roadside hedge and 
take out the dead trees on the right-hand side of the car park. Cllr Groves offered to 
help by trimming the entranceway and removing two of the dead trees. He has 
removed three dead trees previously, with no power tools. Cllr Kelleher enquired as to 
insurance cover for Cllr Groves to do the work. RFO confirmed that all councillors and 
volunteers are covered by our insurance. Cllr Stowe suggested we use Cllr Groves for 
the interim measures and postpone professional hedge cut until the end of the bird 
season at the end of August.   
Cllr Kelleher proposed interim measure of Cllr Groves trimming hedge and removing 
two trees.  Seconded by Cllr Little.  
Action: Clerk to prepare third quotation.  

c) Tree Survey/Quotes - Carry forward to next meeting.  
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d) Risk assessments - Make sure all councillors are aware of what needs doing. If 
carrying out a risk assessment must send back completed form to clerk so that it is on 
file.   

e) Repair of Equipment - Awaiting courier quotes to get slide to Wicksteed.   
Action: Cllr Gilbert to obtain quotations. 

f) Benches and Memorial Plaque: Cllr Groves has obtained a quote of £395 for the 
plastic bench and brass plaque. Clerk has obtained a quote of £750 plus VAT for a 
metal decorative bench with engraving. RFO confirmed we have a sum of £400.00 in 
the budget for this, which has been approved by Full Council.  
Cllr Groves proposed we order the plastic bench. Seconded by Cllr Kelleher.  
Action: Cllr Groves to liaise with Clerk who should place order.  
 

g) Repair of footpath by school: Awaiting response from HCC.  
 
14.  Highways 

a) Pavement issues along Burnham Green Road - Cllr Chapman spoke with Cllr 
Crofton who intervened and the works have now been done. Cllr Chapman has 
received messages of thanks from the residents and the works carried out are to a 
very high standard.   

b) Investigation of miscellaneous tree planting - Cllr Chapman is waiting for Herts 
County Council to come back to her to arrange a meeting to look at the areas where 
the miscellaneous trees have been planted. On hold during COVID lockdown.   

 
15. Finance  

a) Monthly Finance Report - previously circulated to all and was presented and agreed 
at the meeting.  Proposed by RFO. Seconded by Cllr Stowe.  
Recorded Vote: 7 Councillors in favour. Cllr Little voted against.  
b) Quarterly budget review 2020/21 - previously circulated to all and was presented and 
agreed at the meeting. Proposed by Cllr Dodson. Seconded by Cllr Groves.  
c) Agree budget and precept 2021/22 - It has come to light that the litter picker has been 
underpaid since April 2018, so once the back pay is agreed by the council, this will need 
to be added to 2020/21 expenditure to year end. The salaries & PAYE 2021/22 budget 
have been increased slightly to allow for this – taken from Misc. admin. 
£437.59 invoice received from Welwyn Parish Council for Burnham Green grass cutting, 
this has been paid and put in to Burnham Green Maintenance.  
£1,228.80 owing from Nockolds has now been received and re-allocated to Legal 
Expenses. However, although we had previously accounted for this in the income, we 
hadn’t accounted for it in the expenditure to year end on the budget sheets, which has 
brought the carry forward figure for 2021/22 down - the funds in General Reserves have 
been adjusted to account for this. 
Three budget options were put forward for consideration which had previously been 
circulated to all councillors and put on the website. Following a lengthy discussion, it was 
agreed to 1) use 2021/22 New Homes Bonus (if received) on play equipment and signage 
for the Turkey Farm and 2) increase the precept by 14.75%. Proposed by Cllr Gilbert and 
Seconded by Cllr Groves.  
Recorded Vote: 7 Councillors in favour of the 14.74% figure. Cllr  
Little voted against. 
Action: Clerk to liaise with Litter Picker re salary. 
Action: RFO to submit Precept request to EHDC. 
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d) Approval of Minutes from Finance Meeting - Carry forward to next meeting. 

 
16. Clerks Report 

a) Datchworth Annual Footpath Report - Annual report received from Andrew Marr on 
the footpaths within the village. He would like to come and speak to the councillors at 
the next council meeting. Councillors agreed Clerk should respond with a thank you 
and suggest he come and speak at the next meeting.  
Action: Clerk to invite Mr Marr to next meeting. 

b) ICO and SLCC Membership Renewal - Clerk has renewed annual membership for 
both.  

c) Request for contribution to repair Roman Road - We have now responded to the 
resident who approached us. Unfortunately, we will not be able to contribute, as there 
is no formal agreement with any household there.  

d) Allotment Tenancy Agreement - Cllr Groves attended the allotment workshop with 
HAPTC last year. He has suggested that DPC review the tenancy agreements in place 
and potentially re-draft. Clerk and Cllr Groves to discuss and amend. Any changes to 
be circulated amongst full council.   

e) History of Datchworth Books/Village Shop - now in possession of the Clerk.  
f) Leaves on Datchworth Green - Cllr Groves has offered space at the Turkey Farm for 

the leaves to be deposited by residents.  
g) Zoom cloud storage - We have exceeded our zoom storage. Councillors have agreed 

that we will now save any meeting recording to the computer and download to a USB 
stick.  

h) Letter to EHDC re clarification of TPO objection - concerning the trees at Raffin 
Close. We objected but EHDC cannot find a record of this.  

i) Letter received from resident re TPOs at Bulls Green - Have not heard any further 
on this.  

 
17. AOB: 

No further business.  
 
18. Closed Session Items: 

Motion put forward to move following items to closed session. Unanimous 
decision to go to Closed Session on the following topics.  
a) Plough Car Park  
b) Correspondence received on behalf of resident 
c) Bury Lane 

 
Meeting closed to the Press & Public at 9:21pm. 

 
 


