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Minutes of The Annual Parish Meeting 
Of Datchworth Parish Council 

 
TUESDAY 7th May 2019 at 8.00pm 

 
at Datchworth Village Hall.  

 

 

1. Announcement of meeting 
  

Cllr Chris Wilkins brought the room to order and declared the meeting open. 

 

2. To receive and accept apologies for absence  
 

There apologies from Cllr Tony Stowe and Cllr Viv Marshall 

 

3. Signing the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting 
 

The minutes of 24th April 2018 were signed as a correct record. 

 

 

4. Presentations by Village Organisations (3 minutes each) 
 

4.1 Sara Miller announced she would speak for a collection of 

organisations. 

 

4.1.1 Datchworth Museum 

The current issue was the preservation of the whipping post.  Two skill 

sets were required.  Metal working for the iron cage surrounding the 

post and skills in wood working and preservation for the wooden post 

itself.   

The museum had sufficient funds for the project and requested the 

support of the Parish Council. 
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4.1.2  Village Hall 

10% of the income came from casual hire, 53% from ongoing contract 

hire and 37% from grants such as from the Fete and the Parish 

Council.  Out goings included the cost of cleaning and general upkeep.  

The bar area had been redone with some sponsorship from Wicks.  

The upgrade of the kitchen was to be the next big project.  

 

More personnel were needed for accounts preparation and oversight, 

and also for grant applications. 

 

4.1.2 Fair Trade 

 

The objective was to promote the purchase of more fair trade produce 

and encourage local produce.  Also for more of a switch to organic 

alternatives. 

 

4.1.3 Website 

 

The aim was to provide information for and of the village.  This was 

ongoing. 

 

The chairman thanked Sara for her excellent work as a parish 

councillor and presented her with a bottle of wine as a token of thanks. 

 

4.2 Fizzy Chambers, Voluntary Car Service 

 

Fizzy described the service offered for those who needed transport to 

such things as hospital appointments.  More drivers were needed. 

 

4.3      Andrew Wood, Sports Club 

Woody drew attention to the plan for the new car park in the papers 

provided for the meeting. (See below).   Plans had been submitted and 

had not yet been determined.  Although its rationale was to solve 

parking problems for the club, the car park would also provide 

additional parking for the community as a whole. 

The cost was expected to be £68,000 and the club could probably 

manage 40,000 of that sum.  The balance of £28,000 would be looked 

for via grants.  It was noted that a scatter gun approach to this would 

not work as conditions laid down prevented multiple grants for the 

same project. 

 

 

 



4.4      Peter Brown, Parish Magazine 

60% of their income came from advertisements and 40% from 

subscriptions.  The main outgoing was the cost of printing.  The 

magazine was circulated to 435 of the 650 houses in the village, the 

concentration being the centre of the village and less so in the 

extremities.  The annual surplus of approx. £1,600 was distributed to 

local organisations in need. 

 

4.5      Mark Light, Village Fete 

The fete had now been running for a hundred years.  Currently 

approximately £14,000 was raised annually.  Of this £9,000 had to 

meet cost of such things as food and drink supplies, inflatable hires, 

and insurance.  This last item had jumped from £300 to £600 recently.  

There was some discussion about how this could be mitigated, but no 

solution was forthcoming.   

One item for the coming fete was the addition of portaloos.  Numbers 

were such that the Sports Club facilities could not cope.   

 

4.6      Ailsa Cregan, Elderberries 

 

The average age is 86 and there are currently twelve members.  The 

aim is to add structure to their week via contact with others and 

activities which stimulate.  Table games are popular whereas a passive 

talk made to them fails to engage with them. Contact with others and 

physical activity stimulates and counters loneliness and decline. 

 

Ambitions to increase numbers would require more helpers prepared to 

drive new the members to and from the village hall. 

 

 

4.7      Jackie Fowler, Furniture Friends 

 

This has been running for seven years now.  Furniture being discarded, 

rather than going to the dump can be passed on to those in need of it 

at no cost to them.  Furniture not passed on straight away is stored in 

two garages on a farm.   

 

 

4.8      Joe Sampson, Drive Safe 

The objective is to discourage drivers from driving at speeds that are a 

danger to others.  The speed trap records the mph and if 35mph is 

exceeded the offender gets a written warning from the police.   



Not all roads are suitable for setting a trap and the police have to vet 

locations before they can be used.   

The purpose is to make drivers aware of the danger speed brings. 

 

4.9      Tony Charles, Stevenage Food Bank 

Any non-perishable food items can be deposited at the church in the 

belfry.   

 

 

5.     Chairman’s Report for 2018/2019 

5.1     Mobile Home site at Club Cottage Burnham Green Road 

In May last year work was started on preparing the site for 5 new mobile homes.   The existing 

planning permission allowed for new homes to be added, but only for holiday use and not as a 

permanent residence.  It appeared to us that there was a mismatch between the investment being 

made and the return obtainable from holiday lettings.  East Herts officers were alerted and they 

inspected the work that had commenced.  

In June Cllr. T. Stowe reported that the marketing for this recreation units had not yet started but 

photos in preparation had already been done. There was a stipulation on these units that they were 

not to be occupied for longer than 3 months at a time.  Cllr. T. Stowe passed on Susie De Foe’s 

contact details for the selling agent to make direct contact with her. 

In October I was copied on an email from Michael McMullan, EHC Councillor, who had written to 

EHC, representing residents in Tewin Wood, who were unhappy with this development and the 

breaches which were apparent.  They being:  the access road, street lights, raised ground, removal of 

trees and saplings and inadequate drainage systems.  

I wrote a two page report which added more detail which was sent to Michael McMullen and Tony 

Stowe as the District Councillors, Susie Defoe and Kevin Steptoe (East Herts planning), David Smith 

(enforcement officer), Alimat Adenekan (licence issues) and our PM Stephen McPartland. 

Susie Defoe, had contacted the Estate Agent to enlighten him about the ‘holiday restriction’ which 

he was unaware of.  Some disparity existed over the period of time that a holiday home is allowed to 

be occupied but what is more difficult is how to gain evidence if restrictions are broken. Tony Stowe 

reported that an enforcement file was open at East Herts regarding the unlawful developments and 

a meeting had taken place on site between East Herts Officers and the site owner.  

At our November meeting there was a detailed discussion on the problems with the development.  

This resulted in a lengthy critique of the East Herts inaction which we sent to Alison Stuart, the head 

of Democratic & Legal Services with copies to the MP and other interested parties.  The questions 

we wanted answers to were: 

• Whether permission to place the five additional caravans has been granted by East Herts 

Council. 



• If not, what steps East Herts Council proposed to take to regularise the position and in 

particular how the concerns we highlighted were to be dealt with. 

That was sent on 13th November.  The next day Susie Defoe (East Herts planning) responded saying 

that the planning application had been refused, but the owner, Mr Hartley had applied for a 

certificate of lawfulness to site 5 holiday caravans on slabs on that area and this had been approved. 

She then went on to detail the status of the various investigations being made by the officers.  

However the disparity of the investment made by Mr Hartley in terms of quality and furnishings not 

equating with holiday home status remained.   

By January we were told that the officer who was to draft the site licence, with its critical terms, was 

Alimat Adenekan.  I have been a thorn in her side ever since as I have phoned her many times to get 

sight of the draft document.  Each time I have been told that it is not ready yet.  I am not critical of 

Alimat as an individual, but the question remains; why is the licence being delayed for so long? 

 

5.2     Play Equipment 

At this meeting last year the observation was made by Lexy Topping that there were no facilities for 

the under sixes on the Turkey Farm.  At that time our funds had already been committed so there 

was little we could do in the short term to correct this omission.  Councillor Jackie Boakes met with 

Lexy to explore ideas. 

Following a Facebook poll for upgrading play equipment the February meeting invited designs and 

budgets from Lexy and Tracy Chapman for consideration.  Tracy asked us to support a £8k grant 

from East Herts in the current round of funding closing date 29th April and this was agreed.   

A consultation at the Junior School was held on 22nd March which Cllrs. Charles & Boakes attended 

and which had a positive outcome.  We supported the project and agreed to help the funding of it. 

In April Tracy Chapman, Lexy Topping and Stephanie Bryce made a presentation to the meeting 

setting out their vision for the project.  They were looking at a £30,000 budget for the first stage of 

new equipment and were seeking funding for this from East Herts Council grants, crowd funding, 

local businesses and the Parish Council.  Parish Council agreed to make £10,000 available.   

There was some discussion on enclosing an area of the Turkey Farm for new play equipment for 

younger children (to keep dogs out and children in).  On balance it was felt there should be no 

objection to such an enclosure but Cllr Tony Charles agreed to check the terms of the original s52 

agreement that gifted the area to the Parish Council.   

You may have noticed that I have not mentioned exactly what it is that will be delivered.  This is due 

to the timing of elections.  The outgoing council is effectively deferring to the new one to follow 

through with the upgrade and the choice of equipment to be made.   

 

5.3      The Plough Car Park 

This time last year I reported on the plan we had for the car park.  As the site looks much the same 

now as it did then you may ask what we have been doing.  The short answer is lots of paper work 

with the planners and lawyers.  However we are now in a position to ask for tenders for the 

construction.  Work should commence later in the year. 



5.4       Burnham Green Drive Safe Scheme  

Last year we were hoping for one of those smiley face caution signs that display the speed of 

vehicles.  We were then told that there was insufficient evidence to justify the cost.  Our plan B fall-

back is to man a speed trap to deter dangerously fast drivers.   

The first Drive Safe session took place on 27th November, between 11am-12.30pm.  Councillor 

Malcolm Tebbutt and I manned the trap and it happened that on that particular day it was freezing.  

In that one and a half hours 16 cars were doing 36 to 50mph and 7 cautions were sent.  More 

sessions will be planned.   

As well as being a deterrent in itself the data accumulated over time should produce the evidence 

needed to justify a smiley face. 

 

5.5       Sports Club Parking 

Although the club has done all it can to control and marshal the parking, there has also been some 

exasperation.  In January a resident of Datchworth Green wrote a heartfelt plea as his property was 

at the pinch point opposite the access to the Club. He listed the wayward actions of thoughtless 

drivers and its impact to his family.  At the follow up meeting on 30th January Woody revealed the 

Club’s plan to resolve parking issues.  The following scheme has now been submitted to East Herts. 

 

Planning permission is one hurdle, but its cost is another.  Woody may be able to give an update at 

the our meeting. 

 

5.6      Councillor Tony Charles BEM 

I was totally delighted when Tony got the award this year of the British Empire Medal.  To say it was 

deserved would be a complete understatement.  Tony’s contribution to the parish council has been 

immense over his sixteen years of service.  His knowledge as a chartered surveyor coupled with his 



understanding of the law and how it operates give him a good starting point.  But it is his energy and 

attention to detail that really makes the difference.  He always does his homework.   

The amount of money he has saved the council while in post is in the tens of thousands.  We have 

taken on projects that would not normally be countenanced by a parish council.  The Plough car park 

is an excellent example.   

His decision to step down as a member is deeply regrettable.  As far as I know he is not off to Spain, 

or some such, but his presence will be hugely missed. We wish him well in all future projects.   

Thank you Tony. 

 

5.7        Personal  

I have now completed fifteen years as chair of the parish council (and 28 years as a councillor in 

total).  I must acknowledge that I am not the same person that became chairman when in my mid-

fifties.  As far as chairing goes I have reached my sell by date.  Consequently I will not be putting 

myself forward for that post again.   

This year five of our ten councillors have decided not to stand so the new council will have a new 

dynamic and new priorities.  At the same time I would not like the council to lose what has been 

gained.  If elected I hope to provide an element of continuity.  Also to enable councillors to identify 

such things as a Stokes and Cambridge when it presents.    

I would like to thank the outgoing council for all the trust and support that has been shared.  Being a 

councillor can be a thankless task, but it’s the personalities that can make it fun.   

 

Chris Wilkins 

There were no questions for the chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Financial Report 

Datchworth Parish Council Accounts for year to 31st March 2019 

 



Note:  The above summary does not include the changes agreed at the meeting of 8th April where 

£10,000 of the budget was transferred from Legal Expenses (line 28) to Play Areas (line 22). 

 

Bank Summary year ending 31st March 2019 

 

Balance brought forward      52,659.06 

Add income        39,558.84 

         92,217.90 

Less Expenses       44,307.72 

Balance carried forward               £47,910.18 

         ======== 

Represented by 

  Current account       1,061.60 

  Deposit account     46,848.58 

                   £47,910.18 

         ======== 

 

7. The Plough Car Park 

Tony Charles endorsed the comments in the chairman’s report.  Tenders will be sought for shortly 

and work will be able to commence later in the year. 

 

8. Play equipment on the Turkey Farm 

Cllr Tracy Chapman presented this topic and described how consultation was made via Facebook, 

surveys and the village community groups.  In particular there was a consultation held at the Primary 

School where questionnaires were given to children and parents.  Simultaneously a poll was taken in 

the Facebook group. This resulted in us having a clear picture of what the village wanted. 

The conclusion was that more equipment was wanted for the younger age groups.  For toddlers an 

enclosed area would be needed to keep dogs out and the toddlers in.  A good location for this could 

be where the memorial garden is now.   

£10,000 had been added to the play equipment budget making £15,000 in total.  In addition a sum 

of £8,000 had been sought from East Herts grants.  The success of this submission would be known 

in June.  Tracy highlighted that matched funding invited us to commit more funds as this higher 

amount would be doubled.   



There was some discussion on the type of equipment wanted.  A small slide for example for one and 

two year olds was suggested.   Equipment that offered space out of line of sight could become an 

attraction for teenagers and possibly for drug users.  This was therefore to be avoided.    

Outdoor gym equipment and a nature trail were also mentioned in the context of what else could be 

added in the future.  Comment from the floor voiced concern for the more ambitious and expensive 

schemes.   

 

9. Questions and issues from the floor  

Two questions were put by Wally Emms. 

9.1 What was the action taken by the parish council following the illegal removal of a tree 

adjacent to 95, Datchworth Green? 

Cllr Chris Wilkins stated that the tree removed was a thorn tree in what was a scrubby area of the 

green and thought no further action was warranted.  This view was challenged and the suggestion 

made that Mark Shadbolt, the developer, should be asked to plant a replacement for the missing 

tree.  Action:  This item to be discussed at the next parish council meeting. 

9.2 Wally then described a wet area prone to puddling on the footpath at the back of the village 

hall.  The area had been relevelled last year and this appeared to be causing the problem. 

Action:  Cllr Wilkins to investigate and report to the next council meeting. 

 

The meeting closed at approx. 9pm 

      

 

 


