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2020 will always be remembered due to the Covid19 pandemic and lockdown. Many 

of the events held in our Parish had to be cancelled or postponed and families across 

the Parish will have been affected by the epidemic in different ways. As we begin to 

emerge from these restrictions, it is with hope and enlightenment that we look ahead 

to the coming year. We reflect upon the past year, remembering that many day-to-day 

activities for the Parish Council have continued.  

Due to the pandemic, a comprehensive Parish Newsletter was sent to all residents 

last year, reporting on Parish-wide matters and seeking ideas/comments for the 

Council. The feedback was very positive and it was a good platform to reach the 

electorate.  

Personally speaking, I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Chairman of Datchworth 

Parish Council. The ever-changing responsibilities of the Council certainly keep the 

position both challenging and rewarding.  

My thanks go to Cllr. and District Councillor Tony Stowe for his invaluable help 

supporting me in his role as Vice-Chairman. His knowledge of Council matters is a 

fantastic asset to the Council. Thanks also go to our County Councillor & new EHDC 

Chairman, Ken Crofton for his on-going encouragement and support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Council has continued to work hard on behalf of its parishioners and items of note 

are: - 

Hedge-planting at the Turkey Farm park 

Back in November, Councillors and a kind-hearted and willing group of volunteers 

planted numerous saplings on the banks in the Turkey Farm Park. We are hoping that 

in years to come, the hedgerow will provide a haven for insects and wildlife alike. 

Thanks go to the volunteers and to Councillors James Garrod & Charlie Groves who 

organised the planting project donation of the hedge plants from the Woodland Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Enhanced communications to our electorate through our website & social media 

Thanks to our Communications Committee and our Clerk, the website continues to be 

a great source of information for the electorate, containing useful notices as well as 

the normal statutory documentation. Remember that there is an ‘ideas’ tab at the top 

of the page and Datchworth Parish Council welcomes comments/suggestions on any 

matters relating to the Parish. 

We hope that parishioners have found the Parish Council Facebook page a useful tool 

to find out about Parish matters and important notices. 

If anybody has a photo of the Parish that they would like to see appear on our website 

‘Gallery’, please forward a copy to our Clerk. I know that we have some budding 

photographers out there! 

www.datchworth-pc.gov.uk 

 

 

  



Luton airport expansion 

Of concern to certain areas of the Parish has been talks about the expansion of Luton 

airport and the impact it could have on our villages. Consultations have sought 

comments and Datchworth Parish Council wrote to register their objection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation of new benches in Datchworth & Bulls Green 

Following risk assessments as part of our approach to Health & Safety, a number of 

benches were identified that had sadly passed their sell by date. In line with a more 

ecological approach, Datchworth Parish Council researched more sustainable and 

eco-friendly alternatives to the traditional looking bench. As a result, we have now 

installed two benches (and another waiting to be installed) made of recycled plastic 

which have a relatively authentic wooden look to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
Councillors on the Highways Committee have been looking into the possibility of 

installing SIDs in a couple of locations, namely Burnham Green and Datchworth 

Green.  

 

We have continued to see an increase in the number of 

vehicles speeding though villages and with the increase in foot 

traffic due to the pandemic, this issue has become 

increasingly more pertinent across many areas of our Parish. 

 

An application has been submitted to register an interest and 

we are currently awaiting a response. More details to follow…. 

 

Nutcroft Lease 

I am pleased to report that the lease for Nutcroft has been finalised and signed by both 

DPC and East Herts District Council. This secures the land under our management 

for a period of 20 years. DPC are now looking at replacing the remaining play 

equipment and welcomes any ideas on what people would like to see installed there 

to enable us to apply for grants to realise the dream. 
 

Community Litter Picking 

We would like to thank Lydia & Jo for their continued support 

with their Community Litter Picking effort. Litter has become 

an ever-increasing problem throughout the whole of the East 

Herts District during these COVID-19 times. 

 

 
Play Equipment 
Datchworth Parish Council has exciting things planned for the future including a 

combination of new and improved play equipment across:- Burnham Green, Nutcroft, 

the Turkey Farm Park and Datchworth Village Green.  Unfortunately, our 

refurbishment programme has been somewhat delayed due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, as it has been difficult obtaining quotations when the country is in lockdown. 

 



Tree Survey and works 

As many of you will be aware, DPC commissioned a tree survey last year covering 

over three hundred trees. Following the survey, there are a number of recommended 

works to be undertaken across the Parish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Committees and Working Groups have worked tirelessly since our last 

communication and, whilst we have not been able to proceed with some of our planned 

projects due to Government restrictions, Councillors have been covering numerous 

issues across our Parish, including insurance queries, legal matters, highways issues, 

resident queries, staff and land issues to name but a few….. 

 

None of this would be possible without the dedication and commitment of a fantastic 

team. As such, I would like to thank the Chairman/Vice Chairman of all the 

Committees/Working Groups and all Members of the Council for the work they have 

carried out on behalf of parishioners during the past year.  

 

Thanks also go to Ray, our Litter Picker who has undertaken a mammoth task during 

the pandemic, with litter piling up higher than ever before as we flocked to all areas of 

the Parish to fit in our outdoor exercise! Sadly, Ray has decided that come July, he 

will toss litter for the last time and is going to enjoy a well-earned retirement. If anyone 

knows of anyone who would like to apply for this role, please ask them to contact our 

Clerk. 

 

And last but by no means least, thanks go to the Clerk to the Council, Mrs Lucy Crofton 

who joined us last September. Together, we all make a brilliant team that strives 

constantly to improve facilities and services for the benefit of Datchworth Parish and 

its residents.  



It has been an honour and a privilege to have served as Chairman of Datchworth 

Parish Council over the past ten months.  

 

I do so hope that our route out of lockdown continues and that next year, we can report 

on projects that the Parish Council have undertaken which have had a positive impact 

on the Parish and will do so for many years to come. 

 

Following the meeting, if anybody has any further questions they would like to raise, 

please contact our Clerk.  

 

Here’s hoping that the remainder of the year is happy, healthy and prosperous for all. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Jane Dodson 

 
Jane Dodson – Chairman      18th May 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Finance Report – by Mrs Wendy Prowle, Responsible Financial Officer 

The accounts for 2020/21 have been checked and signed off by the Internal auditor 
and are due to go for External Audit in June.   

We have provided two sheets from the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2021.   

The first sheet is a summary of the bank accounts showing the balance at the start of 
the financial year, total income and expenditure for the year and showing the balance 
of funds to be carried forward to 2021/22 of £29,426.70.     

These funds have been earmarked for work or projects that either, as of the year end, 
had yet to be completed or are being accrued towards projects that are due to be 
carried out in the near future. 

The second spreadsheet is the Year End budget summary for 2020/21. The first 
column of figures shows the funds that were carried forward from the previous year 
(2019/20) and at the bottom, under expenditure, where these were allocated. 

The second column gives the ‘forecast’ income and expenditure, from the precept and 
other income, for the year as anticipated at the finance meetings in the previous year 
(2019) 

The third column gives the ‘total’ income and expenditure ‘budgeted’ forecast figures 
(i.e. columns 1 & 2 added together). 

The fourth column shows the ‘actual’ income and expenditure for the year 2020/21 
with the fifth column showing the difference between the ‘forecast’ and ‘actual’ figures 
for the year. 

You will see in the purple box at the bottom that the figure being carried forward to 
2021/22, of £29,426.70, mirrors the ending figure of the accounts and bank balance 
at the year-end as seen on the previous sheet.  

I should explain that in the ‘comments’ column where I have noted unspent monies 
from the ‘difference’ column carried forward to 2021/22, this money will come from the 
VAT refund from 2020/21 which unfortunately wasn’t received in the bank by the year 
end. 

If anyone has any questions, Councillors will try to answer, if they cannot, they will 
liaise with me (as I am unable to attend tonight) and I will respond at our next monthly 
meeting on 22nd June.  

 

 

  



Click here https://datchworth-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Bank-
Reconcilliation-as-at-31st-March-2021.pdf for a link to this document on our website. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Click here https://datchworth-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2-Budget-
Summary-update-2020-to-2021.pdf for a link to this document on our website. 

 

 


