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Parish Clerk: Lucy Crofton 
Tel: 07938 743424 Email: clerk@datchworth-pc.gov.uk  

             
Minutes of the Datchworth Parish Council Annual Meeting 

Held ‘Virtually’ via Zoom 
 Tuesday 4th and 6th May 2021 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:   Cllrs. Anne Barker, Natasha Burton, Tracy Chapman, Jane Dodson, 

James Garrod, William Gilbert, Charlie Groves, David Kelleher, David 
Little and Tony Stowe  
      

In Attendance:      Lucy Crofton (Parish Clerk), Wendy Prowle (RFO), Seven Members of 
the Public 

 
Introduction - The meeting was opened by Cllr. Dodson who confirmed virtual housekeeping 
rules. A minute’s silence was observed to honour the passing of The Duke of Edinburgh HRH.  
 
Cllr Dodson proposed that we suspend standing orders Item 5j, which is the proposed format 
for an annual meeting and proceed with the agenda as published.  
Proposed by Cllr Dodson, Seconded by Cllr Groves, Vote taken: Unanimous vote  
It was resolved that item 5j of the Standing Orders are suspended. 
 
2121. 1. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Cllr Chapman proposed Cllr Dodson as Chairman. 
Seconded by Cllr Barker 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote.  
It was resolved that Cllr Dodson is Chairman. Cllr Dodson signed her Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office form immediately. This will then be sent to the Clerk for signature. 

 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Stowe as Vice Chairman.  
Seconded by Cllr Groves 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote.  
It was resolved that Cllr Stowe is Vice-Chairman. Cllr Stowe signed his Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office form immediately. This will then be sent to the Clerk for signature. 

 
2122. 2. To receive and accept apologies for absence - None received. 
 
2123. 3. Declarations of Acceptance of Office - As above. 
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2124. 4. Clerk to confirm all councillors sign their Declaration of Acceptance form:  
N/A 

 
2125. 5. Register of Pecuniary Interests: N/A. However, Cllr Dodson asked if anyone has 
a pecuniary interest change during the course of the year, they are to make the council aware.   

a) Cllr Groves declared an interest in the Leisure Plots. He is a tenant of the Leisure 
Plots, although will be speaking on the matter as a Councillor not a tenant at this 
meeting.   
Cllr Chapman declared that a planning application has been submitted on a 
neighbouring property to her. This application is due to be discussed this evening. Cllr 
Chapman also commented that she sits on the village hall committee. 

b) Nothing received. 
c) Cllr Dodson proposed that we accept the dispensation requests for Cllr Groves and 

Cllr Chapman 
Resolved: dispensation requests for Cllr Groves and Cllr Chapman are accepted. 
Proposed Cllr Dodson. Seconded Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
2126. Public Speaking 
Member of the Public 1: Questions were asked by the same member of the public at last 
month’s meeting with regards to the Plough Car Park. Member of the Public 1 asked if the 
questions she had posed would be covered under Item 2136c on the Agenda. Cllr Dodson 
confirmed we will provide an update under that item.  

 
Member of the Public 2: Commented that he has heard there are a lot of people leaving the 
council in certain planning positions and are becoming local interested parties in 
developments and providing expertise. There is therefore potentially a conflict of interest. 
Does that put the Parish Council in a difficult position if they are commenting on topics for the 
County and District Council? Cllr Stowe commented that as the Parish Council are a 
consultee, they are allowed to say what they feel about any subject. He does not believe 
there is a conflict of interest.  
 
2127. Minutes  
Verification of Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 23rd March 2021 including the 
minutes excluded to the Press and Public from that session. 
Cllr Dodson read out a statement: “At our last meeting we voted to take the closed  minutes 
from the February meeting in to a closed session to discuss further if required, but 
ultimately to approve.  Although councillors voted in favour of this motion under section 4, it 
has been brought to our attention that we did not include the required wording at the point 
of moving in to the closed session. We have therefore updated our minutes to include the 
business discussed and we apologise for this error and measures have been taken to 
ensure that this cannot happen again. A copy of the recording is available, however it will 
be redacted to comply with GDPR”. 
 
2127. a. Actions and Updates Arising from the Last Meeting 
4.a: Done. 
5.b: Chase the group involved with Datchworth.com for a response to our letter.  
Action: Clerk to chase.  
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14.d Cllr Chapman has spoken to Burnham Green Village Hall Committee who will give us 
access to their water supply for the jet wash of equipment.   
6. Annual Footpaths report has been uploaded to the website. 
8. Clerk to make contact with EHDC to query why we are not being sent all planning 
applications and decisions in the parish. Ongoing.  
Action: Clerk to liaise with EHDC ahead of next meeting.  
11c. Clerk to prepare letter to residents re: Roman Road. Action: Clerk to prepare letter. 
12f. Clerk to speak to Welwyn PC for dates. Done. 
14d. Relocation of banner. Clerk to write to the vicar to obtain approval.  
Action: Clerk to prepare letter.   
14h. Repair of slide at Turkey Farm - Cllr Gilbert to update under TAOS heading.     
16b Safety boots no longer required.   
17a. Official letter to RFO - Done  

 
2128. 8. Councillors Appointments to Sub Committees, Groups, and Delegation of 
Responsibilities:  
 
1. Sub- Committees: 

 
2128a. HR Committee:  
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Barker 
Seconded by Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Groves proposed Cllr Burton 
Cllr Barker seconded 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Chapman proposed Cllr Dodson 
Cllr Burton seconded 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Little proposed Cllr Kelleher 
Cllr Gilbert seconded 
Vote taken: 3 in favour, 5 abstentions* 

 
*Error in voting procedure, vote re-taken and the following was then recorded:- 
Cllr proposed Cllr Kelleher 
Cllr Gilbert seconded 
Vote taken: 7 against 

 
Cllr Kelleher proposed Cllr Little 
No seconder 

 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Stowe 
Cllr Groves seconded  
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
 
2128b. Finance Committee 
Cllr Barker proposed Cllr Dodson 
Seconded Cllr Chapman 
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Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Stowe proposed Cllr Garrod 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
Vote taken: 8 For, 1 abstention 

 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Groves 
Cllr Chapman seconded 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
 
Cllr Chapman proposed Cllr Little 
No seconders 

 
2128c. Planning Committee 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Chapman 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Groves proposed Cllr Dodson 
Seconded Cllr Gilbert 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
2128d. Burnham Green Joint Management Committee 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Barker 
Cllr Gilbert seconded 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Groves proposed Cllr Chapman 
Seconded Cllr Barker 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Chapman proposed Cllr Dodson 
Cllr Barker seconded 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
 
2. Delegated Responsibilities  

 
2129a. Burnham Green Village Hall Committee - Liaison 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Barker 
Seconded Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken: 8 for, 1 abstention 
 
2129b. Communications Group: 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Chapman 
Seconded Cllr Garrod 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Stowe proposed Cllr Dodson 
Seconded Cllr Garrod 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
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Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Gilbert 
Seconded Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Stowe 
Seconded Cllr Gilbert 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
 
2129c. Compliance, Legal Issues, Insurance and Policies Committee 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Barker 
Seconded Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
 
Cllr Barker proposed Cllr Chapman 
Seconded Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
 
Cllr Groves proposed Cllr Dodson 
Seconded Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
 
Cllr Kelleher proposed Cllr Little 
Seconded Cllr Burton 
Vote taken: 1 in favour, 6 against, 2 abstentions 
Motion not carried 
 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Stowe 
Seconded Cllr Gilbert 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
2129d. Environmental Group: 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Barker 
Seconded Cllr Gilbert 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Barker proposed Cllr Garrod 
Seconded Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Groves 
Seconded Cllr Gilbert 
Vote taken: Unanimous Vote 

 
2129e. Health and Wellbeing Committee:  
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Burton 
Seconded Cllr Barker 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Burton proposed Cllr Gilbert 
Seconded Cllr Barker 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
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2129f. Highways Committee: 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Burton 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Chapman 
Seconded Cllr Gilbert 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Groves 
Seconded Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Kelleher 
Seconded Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken: 8 For, 1 Abstention 

  
2129g. Leisure Plot Committee:  
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Barker 
Seconded Cllr Garrod 
Vote taken: Unanimous Vote 

 
Cllr Stowe proposed Cllr Groves 
Seconded Cllr Garrod 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
A further proposal was put forward during the second part of this meeting, as follows: 
 
Cllr Dodson Proposed Cllr Stowe 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
Vote taken. Unanimous vote. 
 
2129h. Police and Neighbourhood Watch 
Cllr Groves proposed we incorporate this group in to the Communications Group 
Seconded by Cllr Gilbert 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote. 

 
2129i. Sports and Rugby Club Liaison: 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Kelleher 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
8 For, 1 Abstention 

 
Cllr Groves proposed Cllr Stowe 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
2129j. Trees, Amenities and Open Spaces: 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Chapman 
Seconded Cllr Garrod 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
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Cllr Stowe proposed Cllr Dodson 
Seconded Cllr Gilbert 
Vote taken: Unanimous Vote 

 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Garrod 
Seconded Cllr Barker 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Garrod proposed Cllr Groves 
Seconded Cllr Burton 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
2129k. Village Hall Liaison:  
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Chapman 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 

 
Cllr Barker proposed Cllr Dodson 
Seconded Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken: Unanimous vote 
  

 
2130. 9. Programme of Meetings 2021/22 including Annual Parish Meeting 
2130a. Cllr Dodson confirmed that all Councillors had been sent a schedule for the 2021/22 
Full Council meetings. We are currently reviewing the options available to us to enable 
councillors to have face to face meetings with the option of the public being able to attend via 
zoom. This is to allow the correct social distancing measures.  

 
2130b. The option to hold meetings virtually ceases on the 7th May. The Government are 
recommending remote public attendance until the 21st June in line with the Road Map out of 
lockdown.  
Cllr Dodson confirmed that DPC are looking in to potential venues to hold these meetings. 
Cllr Chapman commented that the Sports Hall has a wi-fi connection to enable us to live 
stream the meeting to the public. Cllr Dodson commented that a wi-fi hot spot would work.  

 
Cllr Dodson proposed the meeting dates.  
Seconded Cllr Garrod 
Vote taken. Unanimous vote. 
Venue will be determined. Cllr Gilbert offered the use of his laptop wi-fi hotspot.  
Action: Cllr Gilbert to look in to the 4G viability at the Village Hall and Church Hall.  

 
Cllr Burton has undertaken a risk assessment for resuming face-to-face meetings.  
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we accept the risk assessment.  
Cllr Garrod seconded.  
Vote taken. Unanimous vote. 
 
2131. 10. To approve and adopt the following policies: 
2131a. East Herts District Council Code of Conduct  
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we adopt the LGA Code of Conduct 
Seconded Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken. 9 For. Cllr Little Against.  
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2131b. Filming and Recording at meetings 
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed this Policy 
Seconded Cllr Garrod 
Vote taken. 9 For. Cllr Little Against.  
 
2131c. Press and Media Policy 
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we adopt this Policy 
Cllr Barker seconded 
Vote taken. 9 For. Cllr Little Against.  

 
2131d. Public Attendance at Meetings Policy 
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we adopt this Policy 
Cllr Groves seconded 
Vote taken. 8 In Favour. 2 Against.  
 
2132. 11. Planning: 
Cllr Dodson confirmed that the Planning Applications have been available to view online 
ahead of the meeting.  
Cllr Chapman commented on a planning application, which has been submitted for 43b 
Burnham Green Road, Datchworth. Please note, Cllr Chapman has declared an interest as 
lives nearby. The property has already had an extension but details of this is not available to 
view online. Additional issues include proximity to the boundary line, its roof line and loss of 
light, it also will be in breach of the 25 and 45 degree rules.  
 
Resolved: Cllr Chapman proposed that we write a letter of objection to the Planning 
Department at EHDC.  
Seconded by Cllr Barker.  
Vote taken. 8 For. 2 Abstentions.  
 
Action: Cllr Chapman prepare letter.  
 
2133. 12. Trees, Amenities and Open Spaces (TAOS) 
2133a. Turkey Farm Snagging List: Cllr Garrod confirmed that he had met with Sovereign 
and all snagging items have been addressed. Our Play Park Inspections are due shortly. Cllr 
Garrod confirmed both swings have had their seats replaced.   
2133b. Burnham Green Play Equipment: Three quotations have been received. Each of 
the companies have very different products, so are not quoting exactly like for like. Burnham 
Green Village Hall have agreed to pay half towards to the new equipment. We need to discuss 
with BGVH to ascertain how much they are willing to contribute. Item adjourned until we 
have actual figures from BGVH committee.  
2133c. Burnham Green Play Park Pressure Wash: Still awaiting one further quote. We 
need to clarify that any chemicals (fungicides) used are safe. Item adjourned until the third 
quote is received.   
2133d. Burnham Green Play Park Gate Post: Three quotes received. All quotes are like for 
like. Will remove old concrete and re-concrete the new post in. Will also affix gate furniture.  
Resolved: Cllr Groves proposed we go with Jarrett Fencing 
Seconded by Cllr Kelleher 
Vote taken. Unanimous vote. 
Action: Clerk to instruct Jarrett Fencing 
2133e. Raffin Close Tree Works: The works have been carried out in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Tree Officer.  
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2133f. Footpaths Officer Report: Cllr Garrod has reviewed the report. Nothing to add. 
Anything that needs addressing has been sent on to the District Council.  

 
2134. 13. Leisure Plots 
2134a. Update on Availability: Cllr Groves commented that we have had two tenants vacate 
the plots but have taken on two new tenants. We are therefore now at 100% capacity.  
Cllr Groves would like to arrange an AGM for all plot holders. 
 
Action: Clerk to put formally on to next month’s agenda with a proposed date and a 
formal proposal put forward in the Clerks Report.  

 
2135. 14. Burnham Green Joint Management Committee 
2135a. Meeting Dates: Cllr Chapman confirmed that the meeting dates have been sent 
through from Welwyn.  
2135b. Enforcement 108 BGR: Cllr Chapman has drafted a letter for the Planning 
Department at EHDC enquiring as to what is happening here. The appeal for enforcement 
was lost. The garden at 108 BGR was due to be vacated on the 14th March and the cars are 
still there. Any cars that have been moved, have been left on the road and the concern is that 
a business is being run from there. A number of concerned residents have written to us.  
 
Action: Clerk to send letter to Enforcement Officer.  
 
2136. 15. Compliance, Legal, Insurance and Policies (CLIPs) 
2136a. The Horns Public House: The Horns PH approached DPC to see if they could use 
the Green to put benches on, to assist with their post COVID recovery. We wrote back to 
them to explain that their request couldn’t be considered until our next monthly meeting with 
Full Council. We took advice from EHDC and were recommended to look in to getting them 
a pavement licence but would need £5 million public liability insurance and it would need to 
be looked at by Environmental at the Local Authority and by the Police. Have not had a 
response from the Landlord in terms of public liability on the green, can only provide it for the 
curtilage of his own property. Risk assessments will be required.  
Resolved: Cllr Chapman proposed we adjourn this until we have had further advice 
from Environmental at EHDC and the Police who are visiting site tomorrow.  
Cllr Garrod Seconded 
Vote taken. Unanimous vote.   
2136b. Bulls Green, Land at 1-7 Coltsfoot: Correspondence was received some time ago 
from the purchaser’s solicitors. We have responded to say we cannot do anything until they 
tell us what they want to do with the land. The purchaser will need to apply for planning 
permission to build the house. Once planning permission is achieved, we can enter in to 
discussions for an easement but there is little point doing this before.  
We have been made aware that the purchaser has crossed the land without our permission 
and we will need to write to their solicitor to address this.  
Resolved: Cllr Stowe proposed we write to the solicitor (if they are still acting on behalf 
of the purchaser) to remind them that they have not got an easement and so to cross 
the land is an illegal act. Seconded by Cllr Dodson  
Vote taken. Unanimous vote.  
Action: Clerk to write to Solicitor 
2136c. 15. Plough Car Park: Cllr Stowe commented that our Public Statement is still with 
the solicitors for review. It will be published as soon as it is approved.  
2136d. Risk Assessment/Insurance Documents for Bowls Club/Sports Club, Cricket 
and Rugby Club:  These were previously requested annually in the summer. 
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Action: Clerk to diarise and send out requests in June/July with a deadline of 
September.   
 
2137. 16. Communications Group 
2137a. Datchworth.info Domain Name: Action: Clerk to chase  
2137b. Preparation for COVID secure face to face parish council meetings: Cllr Burton 
commented that we need to obtain COVID risk assessments from our proposed venues. Cllr 
Burton already has signage organised. We need a list of consumables, such as sanitiser, gel, 
wipes, black bags. Cllr Burton also confirmed we are awaiting guidance on face coverings. 
Action: Clerk to see if EHDC can provide the consumable items FOC.  
2137c. Citizens Award: Cllr Chapman has purchased a ripple ash bowl from the Climate 
Change Stall, which she is going to donate for the award. We now need to decide the 
method of how we choose nominees for the award.  
Cllr Dodson proposed that Councillors put forward their nominees to Cllr Chapman. Cllr 
Chapman will then discuss these at the next Comms meeting and report back at the 
following monthly meeting.  
 
2138. 17. Environmental Group 
Luton Airport Expansion: No decision made. Cllr Barker commented that on the 24th 
March, there was a debate on the Luton Airport expansion in the House of Commons where 
four MP’s spoke passionately against the development and expansion of the airport.  
 
2139. 18. Highways 
2139a. CCTV Update: Cllr Kelleher commented that the start-up costs are too prohibitive to 
proceed. There are also annual costs which run in to the thousands. Cllr Dodson asked for 
us to continue to look in to alternative solutions.    
2139b. Kerbs: Cllr Chapman has now heard back from HCC Highways, who unfortunately 
do not have the budget to provide us with the kerbs at Burnham Green. Cllr Chapman spoke 
with Cllr Crofton to see if he could provide us with the money from his locality budget. He has 
suggested we go back to HCC and ask for them to cost it up for us. We can then go back to 
him to see if he has the budget for it. If we wanted to do it we could approach Welwyn as we 
have a joint lease with them. Cllr Groves suggested we look in to wooden bollards and more 
to go along, to do a cost comparison.  
Action: Cllr Chapman to bring up at the next BGMC meeting.  
2139c. HCC Meeting re: Greens Infrastructure: Cllr Garrod and Cllr Chapman met with 
Herts CC who deals with Green Infrastructure as we needed to clarify ownership of some of 
the verges. They are now looking at the whole parish to have a clear list for all.  
2139d. Application for SIDs: Cllr Burton confirmed that she, along with Cllr Chapman, had 
submitted an online expression of interest for the Police Commissioners Road Safety Fund. 
We have received confirmation that we have got through the first stage and now need to 
submit a more detailed request. There is also a camera van project that they are launching 
where we can apply to have camera vans deployed around our village.  
Resolved: Cllr Burton proposed we formally complete the second stage application 
form by 28th May and submit the form to be considered for the speed camera van 
project.  
Seconded by Cllr Groves. 
Vote taken. 8 For. 2 Abstain.  
Action: Cllr Burton to complete second stage of application and register interest for 
speed camera van project.  
2139e. Raffin Park: A Raffin Park resident has contacted us querying some new hedge 
planting. Cllr Garrod has spoken to HCC who should be able to give us an answer on the  
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ownership of this hedge. The hedge that has been planted obstructs a junction, so it is 
important we ascertain this.  
Action: Cllr Garrod to follow up with HCC if no response received. 
 
2140. 19. Finance   
2140a. To approve Terms of Reference for 2021:  
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed the new terms of reference are approved 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
Vote taken. 9 Councillors For, 1 Abstention 
2140b. To approve Financial Regulations for 2021 (based on NALC 2019 - latest 
model): Cllr Little confirmed that he has a 2020 version therefore would like this approval 
deferred until this is investigated.  
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we defer this until the next meeting 
Cllr Groves Seconded 
Vote taken. Unanimous Vote.  
2140c. Approve Monthly Payments:  
Resolved: Cllr Stowe proposed approval 
Cllr Groves seconded 
Vote taken. 9 For, 1 Against 
2140d. Approve Quarterly Bank Reconciliation: The RFO informed the council that the 
bank reconciliation along with the year-end bank statements and accounts were forwarded 
to Cllr Stowe who agreed to review and sign. Cllr Stowe informed the council that he had 
reviewed everything, was happy that everything was in order, and signed the bank 
reconciliation at the meeting which he would forward to the Clerk.  
Resolved: Cllr Stowe approved bank reconciliation 
2140e. Approve Year End Budget Summary 2020/21:  The RFO informed the meeting that 
the year-end budget summary had been reviewed and agreed by the finance committee at 
its meeting on 26th April. She them asked if any of the councillors had any questions or for 
the council to approve for the minutes. RFO confirmed that the auditor is satisfied with the 
way in which this document has been presented.  
Resolved: Cllr Stowe proposed that this document is approved.  
Cllr Garrod seconded.  
Vote take: 9 For. 1 Against.  
 
In line with our Standing Orders, Cllr Dodson proposed that we extend our meeting 
over the 2.5-hour time frame.  
Cllr Garrod seconded 
Vote taken. 9 For. 1 Against.  
Cllr Little was against the motion, stating that in his opinion we needed to allow five 
minutes to debate the extension and that a unanimous vote was required to extend the 
meeting.  
 
 

 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm 
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The meeting was reconvened on Thursday 6th May 
 
 
Present: Cllrs. Anne Barker, Tracy Chapman, Jane Dodson, William Gilbert, 

Charlie Groves, David Little and Tony Stowe 
In Attendance:      Lucy Crofton (Parish Clerk), Wendy Prowle (RFO), Four Members of 

the Public 
 
Introduction: The meeting was opened by Cllr. Dodson who confirmed virtual 

housekeeping rules apply and that the same protocols are in place, as 
per our meeting on Tuesday 4th May.  

 
2133. Under the heading of Trees, Amenities and Open Space, Cllr Dodson confirmed that 
the Annual Playground Inspections are due on all four of our playgrounds. The cost of this is 
£45.95 plus VAT per playground. This is a requirement under our Health and Safety Policy.   
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we agree the cost.  
Seconded by Cllr Groves 
Vote taken. Unanimous Vote.  
 
2133a. Repairs to the slide at Turkey Farm. Cllr Gilbert commented that Wicksteed  
have confirmed that our best solution is for them to undertake the repairs with the slide in 
situ. The cost is £655.68 plus VAT. Cllr Gilbert shared the breakdown of costs with the 
Councillors. Cllr Dodson asked if there was any guarantee for the works. Cllr Gilbert to go 
back to Wicksteed and confirm with Wicksteed.  
 
RFO confirmed that the money for this will come from ‘play area maintenance’ in our budget. 
 
Resolved: Cllr Gilbert proposed agreement to the cost of £655.68 plus VAT for repair 
of the slide bracket by Wicksteed, subject to confirmation of what their guarantee will 
be.  
Seconded by Cllr Groves 
 
Resolved: Cllr Little proposed amendment to add in to Cllr Gilberts proposal that it is 
subject to a sensible guarantee of the workmanship.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken. Unanimous vote.  
 
Cllr Groves asked that he have ‘Do not use’ signs printed and laminated and put them up 
on the slides.  
 
2140 19. Finance 
2140e. Approve year end budget summary 2020/21 
RFO commented that after having time to reflect on Cllr Little’s question as to why a year end 
budget summary is asking to be approved rather than, in his opinion, a balance sheet of the  
accounts. The RFO explained that the council are bound by the regulations and guidance in 
the Governance & Accountability in England, and Financial Regulations. A quarterly review 
and approval of the budget summary forms part of these requirements whereas approval of 
a balance sheet does not. In addition the ‘year-end’ budget summary, along with the year-
end bank reconciliation which is required by the auditors, forms part of the documents that  
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are circulated to the public for scrutiny at the Annual Parish Meeting in the year’s accounts 
report.  
Action: RFO to put the year end budget summary on website  
 
2140f. HAPTC subscription 
The RFO explained that in the current regular miscellaneous admin costs there is £725 
budgeted for the HAPTC subscription. At the finance committee meeting it was proposed to 
discuss with full council whether they wish to continue with HAPTC, and continue with SLCC.  
 
Resolved: It was proposed by Cllr Dodson that we renew our subscription with HAPTC.   
Seconded Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken. 2 For. 4 abstain. 1 against. 
 
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we continue with the SLCC subscription 
Cllr Chapman seconded 
Vote taken. Unanimous vote.  
 
2140g. Accounts Package: The RFO explained that an accounts package had been 
discussed and explored by the finance committee over the past couple of months: 
* A comparison was made between two packages that specialise in parish council accounts 
and are advertised/endorsed by SLCC (Rialtas & Scribe Accounts), of which the Scribe one 
seems much more favourable for various reasons including favourable price.  
* A third package was explored with AdvantEdge but had similar downsides to Rialtas. 
*The RFO and Cllrs Dodson and Stowe attended a free online demo with Scribe which was 
very useful. 
* Scribe Accounts provide their package to over 600 parish councils in England & Wales with 
budgets ranging from £3k to around £1 million. They have been in business for 30 years and 
their web-based version has been running for 3 years.  
* The RFO spoke to the clerk of Stilton parish council, who have been using Scribe for a few 
years, and said she has been nothing but impressed. In brief, she said the package itself is 
very easy to use and very time saving. From a transparency point of view it is brilliant, as you 
can have as many users as you like at no extra cost. The customer service and help they 
provide is excellent and they provide free online courses to keep you up to date with any 
changes. 
* Cllr Dodson said that she also had a demo of Rialtas with DPC’s former clerk and neither 
were that impressed with the programme.  
 
The RFO then said that at the finance meeting last week the committee voted in favour of 
putting forward to full council to subscribe to Scribe Accounts. The cost is £485 for this 1st 
year (£288 p/y thereafter); these costs include unlimited users, training sessions, updates & 
continuous support.  
 
Cllr Dodson asked where the budget would come from for this. The RFO replied that there 
are enough funds currently in the miscellaneous admin, however, this would not leave any 
available funds for adhoc admin costs, therefore she would suggest transferring a couple of 
hundred pounds from general reserves to miscellaneous admin. 
 
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we purchase the Scribe accountancy software. 
Seconded by Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken. 6 For. 1 Against.  
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Action: RFO to contact Jade at Scribe Accounts to get the ball rolling. 
 
2140h. Final budget forecast 2021/22 
The RFO said that now the agreements have been made regarding HAPTC and the accounts 
package she asked if there were any further questions, or subject to moving £200 from 
general reserves to miscellaneous admin, are the council happy to approve. 
 
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we purchase Scribe from our Miscellaneous Admin 
budget and move £200.00 from General Reserves in to the Miscellaneous Admin.  
Seconded by Cllr Chapman.  
Vote taken. Unanimous vote.  
 
Action: RFO to update budget and upload to the website.  
 
2140i. Internal Auditor’s Report 
The Internal Auditor has checked and returned the accounts with no issues arising. Section 
3 of the AGAR has been completed and returned. 
 
2140i. Audit ii, iii and iv 
We are part way through completing the items and there is more to do.  
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we adjourn these three items.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken. Unanimous vote.  
 
2141. 20. Village Hall Liaison  
2141a. Update on unauthorised access to drains: No comment provided.  
2141b. AGM: No date through as yet, expecting a May date. 
2141c. Redevelopment: A note in the village hall has been put in to the Parish Magazine to 
see if anyone is interested in getting involved.  
2141d. Constitution: We have had advice that the constitution can be changed. They have 
looked over the additional documents that we sent. This will cost between £1,100 and £1,300 
plus VAT and we have been told it can be capped at the upper level. The land has not been 
registered at the Land Registry. 
In addition, there are plans to put a disabled space outside the Village Hall. Cllr Chapman 
has put them in touch with a line marking company who could help them with this.  

  
2142. 21. Sports Club Liaison 
2142a. Defibrillator Battery Renewal Cost: We have been asked to share half the cost of 
the Defibrillator at the Sports Club. The total cost is £190.58 inc. VAT. Cllr Chapman 
commented that we need to be seen as helping the well-being/health of the village therefore 
we should contribute. Need to confirm the timescales of how often they need replacing.  
Resolved: Cllr Little proposed we adjourn until when the RFO is present and we know 
how we will budget for this.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowe 
Vote taken. 5 For. 1 Against.  

  
2144. 22. Clerks Report 
2144a. Litter Picker vacancy: Our litter picker has decided to retire so we will be looking to 
go out to the public with a vacancy. HR committee has met to discuss the job specification 
and recruitment process.  
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In addition, the Clerk commented that the new Leisure Plots Committee only had two 
members voted on. We need a third for quorum.  
Resolved: Cllr Dodson Proposed Cllr Stowe to join the Leisure Plots Committee 
Seconded Cllr Groves 
Vote taken. Unanimous vote. 

 
Meeting closed at 8:18pm 


