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Parish Clerk: Lucy Crofton 
Tel: 07938 743424 Email: clerk@datchworth-pc.gov.uk  

             
Minutes of the Datchworth Parish Council Meeting 

Held ‘Virtually’ via Zoom 
 Tuesday 25th May 2021 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:   Cllrs. Anne Barker, Natasha Burton, Tracy Chapman, Jane Dodson, 

James Garrod, Charlie Groves, David Kelleher, David Little and Tony 
Stowe 

 
Apologies: Cllr William Gilbert 

      
In Attendance:      Lucy Crofton (Parish Clerk), Two Members of the Public 
 
Introduction - The meeting was opened by Cllr. Dodson who confirmed virtual housekeeping 
rules. Cllr Dodson highlighted the Public Participation at Parish Council Meetings and the 
Filming or Recording of Meetings Policies.   
 
2145. 1. To receive and accept apologies for absence. Cllr Gilbert sent his apologies.  

 
2146. 2. Declarations of Interests - To receive declarations of interests from councillors 
on items on the agenda.  
Cllr Groves declared an interest in Item 2162a - Leisure Plots AGM. He confirmed that he 
would be speaking tonight as a councillor and not as a plot holder.  
Cllr Chapman declared an interest in item 2153 - Village Hall Liaison.  
 
2147. 3. To grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate and if necessary.  
Cllr Dodson proposed we grant dispensations for Cllr Groves and Cllr Chapman.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowe. 
Vote taken. 7 For. 2 Abstained.  
 
2148. 4. Minutes - To verify the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 23rd 
March 2021 and the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on the 4th and 6th May 2021.  
Minutes of 23rd March: Cllr Little believes that we did not provide the correct wording to go in 
to closed session and would like the Clerk to re-listen to the recording.   
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed acceptance of minutes. 
Seconded by Cllr Stowe subject to the Clerk re-listening to the recording. 
Recorded Vote taken: 8 For. Cllr Little Objected. 
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Minutes of 4th and 6th May: 
Cllr Little asked that when we have a unanimous vote on a matter, that we say whether the 
unanimous vote was For or Against.  
Cllr Little asked that if we get a non-vote, we record it as an abstention.  
Cllr Little asked that we have consistency when documenting a Recorded Vote. 
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we accept the minutes with Cllr Little’s amendments.  
Cllr Little would like an amendment to the minutes to include the wording ‘by 30 minutes’ 
when Cllr Dodson proposed to extend the meeting over and above standing orders.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowe 
Recorded Vote taken. 6 For. Cllr Burton Abstained. Cllr Little and Cllr Kelleher Against.  

 
2149. 5. Actions and Updates arising from last meeting:  
2127.5.b. Done 
2127.8. Done 
2127.11.c. Prepare letter for residents re: re-surfacing of Roman Road. Action: Clerk to 
prepare letter and send.  
2127.14.d. Email drafted. Ready to go. Action: Clerk to send.  
2130.b Done.  
2132.11. Done 
2133.d. Done 
2134.a. Done 
2135.b. Done 
2136.b. Done 
2136.d. Risk Assessments/Insurance Documents for Sports Clubs. Action: Clerk to diarise 
and send out requests.  
2137.b. Done 
2139.b. Meeting has not happened yet.  
2139.d. Done. Application is being submitted on Friday.  
2139.e. Have chased.  
The last few items were all for the RFO and all have been done. 
 
2150. Public Speaking 
Member of the Public 1: Submitted their question in advance. What are the reasons for not 
proceeding with the Plough Car Park? 

 
Member of the Public 2: Asked, will we give a substantial update on the matter of the Plough 
Car Park under item 2154d? 
 
Cllr Dodson answered both questions by reading out the following statement: “Our legal team 
have noticed a number of irregularities surrounding the project and have now advised that 
we must seek further legal advice from a barrister due to the complex nature of the matter. 
We therefore cannot release any details of why we cannot proceed at this moment in time, 
so as not to prejudice our position. It is disappointing to note that the donor’s solicitors have 
refused to engage with our solicitors despite instigating legal proceedings against Datchworth 
Parish Council back in January. Our solicitors have always been ready to discuss matters 
and consider mediation if possible, but unfortunately, it appears that the donor has prevented 
this option from moving forward. DPC will now seek quotations from a Barrister and will report 
back in due course”. That is our position. 
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Member of the Public 2: Commented on the Terms of Reference for the CLIPs group. 
Member of the Public 2 commented that under the heading “Confidentiality”, it states that 
“meetings of this Committee will be confidential to the members of the CLIPs committee and 
exclude the press and public”. This would exclude members of the public from attending the 
meetings and they would not know what is being discussed. The fact that we say this is 
automatically an excluded meeting, he believes, is not acceptable.    
 
2151.7. Councillors Appointment to Sub-Committees.  
Health and Wellbeing Committee 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Kelleher 
Seconded by Cllr Barker 
Vote taken. 8 For. 1 Against.  
 
Planning Committee: 
Cllr Dodson proposed Cllr Groves 
Seconded by Cllr Chapman 
Vote taken. Unanimous Vote For.  
 
2152.8. Website and Comms Group 
2152a. Preparation for COVID Secure Face to Face Meetings: Cllr Burton confirmed we 
are awaiting further guidance. Things may change due to Indian strain.  
2152b. Citizen Award: Councillors have discussed individuals who they would like to put 
forward. Would like to defer this decision until the June meeting, to allow Comms Group to 
meet and discuss nominees.  
 
2153.9. Village Hall Liaison 
2153a Car Park - Drainage and Illegal Access: In the process of trying to secure an 
easement for the drains. Negotiations are progressing.  
  
2154.10. CLIPs 
2154a Consider making CLIPs a delegated Committee: Cllr Stowe suggested that in light 
of the comments made by Member of the Public 2, we defer items 2154 a and b until the June 
meeting.  
2154b Approval of CLIPs updated Terms of Reference: Deferred.  
2154c Horns PH update: Cllr Chapman explained that we were awaiting clarification that 
the Pub’s insurance covers outside of their curtilage. We are still waiting for this. We have 
contacted the Police and Environmental Health on the suggestion of the Local Authority. Both 
visited site, following which all benches were put back within the pubs own curtilage.  
2154d Plough Car Park Update: Cllr Dodson confirmed that our statement had been read 
out during the Public Open Session.  

 
2155.11 Burnham Green Joint Management Committee 
2155a Building Items left by Resident: Cllr Chapman confirmed this will be discussed next 
week at the BGJMC meeting. A number of building items have been left on the Green. This 
has been going on for a number of months. Cllr Chapman, Barker and Garrod have spoken 
with the resident in question, but items remain and in fact have been added to. Question over 
whether this is considered fly tipping. Should it be reported? Cllr Stowe suggested we write 
to the resident and ask them to remove the items and make good at their own cost. 
Timescales should be given. 
Action: Letter to be prepared by Cllr Chapman.   
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2155b 108 Burnham Green Road Enforcement and Other Issues: Planning Committee to 
write to EHDC regarding 108 BGR. A two bed flat advertised for rent within this property 
appears to contravene the planning permission granted. 
Action: Cllr Chapman to prepare and send letter to EHDC.  
  
2155c Equipment Replacement: Cllr Chapman confirmed she has one more supplier to 
meet this week for the replacement swing at the play park and will bring this back to full 
council at next month’s meeting. Cllr Barker confirmed following her Burnham Green Village 
Hall meeting that they are very pleased with what DPC are doing to improve BG Play Park 
with a replacement swing. They have confirmed that they are happy to contribute 50% of all 
costs for this. They would like it purchased and installed ASAP.  
Resolved: Cllr Chapman proposed we agree a budget of up to £4,000 for the swing and its 
installation.  
Cllr Groves seconded. 
Unanimous Vote For.   
2155d Trees Overhanging the Park: Cllr Chapman will raise this issue at the next BGJMC 
meeting.  
2155e Health and Safety drain trip hazard: Pictures have been taken of the drain and these 
have been sent to the Clerk to go on the agenda for the next BGJMC meeting.  
Action: Speak with the Burnham Green Village Hall Committee to confirm ownership 
of drain cover and deal with ASAP, as this is a Health and Safety matter. 
 
2156.12. Environmental Group 
2156a Datchworth Climate Action – Donation for Local Environmental Projects 
The Datchworth Climate Action Group have been very successful with their monthly stall, 
raising much more than they had expected. DCAG have been donating to national and local 
charities, but would like to use the money raised to support environmental projects within the 
Parish. An idea discussed was new wooden signage for the Turkey Farm and then possibly 
the Community Orchard and Nutcroft. PV cells, Solar Panels or Wind Turbines within the 
village, on public buildings like the bowls club or village hall were also considered.  
Action: Consultation with our electorate, a request on our Facebook pages inviting 
ideas from parishioners.   
 
2157.13. Trees, Amenities and Outdoor Spaces (TAOS) 
2157a Burnham Green Risk Assessments: Slide in the play park requires some repair, 
which Cllr Groves and Cllr Garrod believe they can fix themselves with the right materials. 
Resolved: Cllr Garrod proposed a budget of £100.00 for the materials needed (timber, new 
screws etc.) which will come out of the play park maintenance budget.  
Seconded Cllr Groves.  
Unanimous Vote For.  
In the play park, there is also a picnic bench that is rotten and unstable. Because of ground 
conditions, it is proposed we replace it with a recycled plastic A-framed picnic table, which 
seats 10 people and two wheelchairs. Reformed Plastics have one available at a cost of 
£525.00 plus a £200.00 delivery charge. If we purchased any other items from them, they 
would be delivered free of charge.  
Cllr Barker suggested we speak with Datchworth Climate Action to see if they might like to 
contribute as an environmentally friendly item, it being made of recycled plastic.  
Cllr Chapman suggested the Post COVID Recovery Fund, through EHDC. 
Resolved: Cllr Chapman proposed we submit an application.  
Seconded Cllr Barker 
Vote taken, unanimous vote For. 



 
 

2139 
Action: Cllr Chapman submit an application for money through the Post COVID 
Recovery Fund.  
2157b Burnham Green Pressure Washing: Three quotes have now been received. Two of 
the quotes were for between £200 and £250 the third quote was for £600.  
Resolved: Cllr Chapman proposed we agree a budget of £250 to come out of play equipment 
and then see which one can do it the quickest.  
Seconded Cllr Garrod.  
Vote taken. Unanimous vote For. 
Action: Cllr Chapman instruct a contractor within agreed budget ASAP.  
 
Cllr Dodson proposed we extend the meeting by 30 minutes in line with Standing 
orders. Unanimous agreement to extend.  
 
2157c Repair of Play Equipment: Cllr Chapman confirmed we have found a contractor, 
CPM Playgrounds to carry out various repairs at the Turkey Farm. The most pressing item is 
the Lapsett Cable Zip Wire, which has required attention for two years. 
Resolved: Cllr Chapman proposed we go ahead with the costed repairs to the Zip Wire at a 
cost of £680.00, which would come out of the playground maintenance budget.  
Seconded by Cllr Groves.  
Vote taken. Unanimous vote For.  
 
2158. 14. Planning 
2158a To consider planning applications received (available to view online) 
1 Coltsfoot Lane. Two applications received, one for a two-storey rear extension, the other 
for the erection of an outbuilding. Both are under permitted development. No comments from 
councillors.  
Cllr Chapman raised that we had once again not been notified of these applications. Cllr 
Stowe agreed to escalate this issue for us within EHDC.  
Action: Cllr Stowe to follow up with EHDC Planning.  
 
2159. 15 HR 
2159a Approve HR Committee Terms of Reference 
Cllr Little commented that he would like the Confidentiality section removed, as not all 
meetings should automatically exclude press and public.    
Cllr Little does not like the statement “The committee will be responsible in conjunction with 
the Clerk and Council and other professional advisors”. Instead, he would like it changed to 
“The committee will be responsible in conjunction with the clerk with the assistance of other 
professional advisors if required”.  
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we agree the HR Terms of Reference subject to Cllr Little’s 
amendments.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowe.  
8 For. Cllr Kelleher voted against.  
 
2160.16 Finance  
2160a Approve monthly payments  
Resolved: Cllr Dodson proposed we approve monthly payments.  
Seconded by Cllr Stowe.  
Recorded vote taken. Cllr Garrod For. Cllr Little Against. Cllr Kelleher For. Cllr Barker For. 
Cllr Groves For, Cllr Stowe For, Cllr Chapman For, Cllr Burton For, Cllr Dodson For.  
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2161. 17 Sports Club Liaison 
2161a Defibrillator battery renewal cost: The invoice has been received from the Sports 
Club. Total cost £190.56. We have been asked to pay 50% of this cost. This will come out of 
General Maintenance Costs in the budget. This would be £79.40 ex VAT.  
Resolved: Cllr Chapman proposed we pay the cost.  
Cllr Groves seconded.  
Vote taken. Unanimous vote for.  
 
2162. 18 Clerks Report 
2162a Leisure Plots Annual Meeting - Date to be agreed (5th July): It was agreed that the 
Leisure Plots committee would meet ahead of agreeing an Annual Meeting date, in order to 
appoint a Chair and agree their Terms of Reference.  
Action: Leisure Plot committee to agree a date to meet.  

 
Meeting closed at 9:41pm 


