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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Thursday 28th April 2022 at 7:00pm  

at Datchworth Village Hall  
 

Present:   Cllrs. Anne Barker, Tracy Chapman, Jane Dodson, James Garrod, Charlie 
Groves, Mark Light, David Little and Tony Stowe. 

 
Apologies: Cllr Katy Feldman 
 
In Attendance:      Locum Clerk – Laura Brooks-Payne, Chair of East Herts Council, Cllr Ken 

Crofton, 22 members of the public 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
Introduction: Cllr Dodson welcomed everyone to the meeting and hoped everyone had enjoyed the 
refreshments provided by Councillors. 

 
22/APM/001 - To receive and accept apologies for absence: 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Feldman. 
 
22/APM/002 - To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 
on 28th May 2021:  
Cllr Little pointed out that the end time was stated incorrectly and that in fact it should read 7.48pm 
not 6.48pm.  Cllr Dodson proposed that this should be amended, which was seconded by Cllr Stowe 
with unanimous agreement.  
 
22/APM/003 - To receive updates on actions of the last Annual Parish Meeting: 
None. 
 

22/APM/004 - Presentations by Village Organisations: 
 
Susannah Underwood – All Saints Church 
 
Rev’d Susannah introduced herself. She explained that the Church has a vital part to play in the 
village community and not just for Church related business.  
She explained that they have various groups including ‘Tweenagers’, a club for Years 7&8, an after-
school club and a stop & chat group.  Susannah reported that 13 funerals were conducted in 2021.  
 
There is a foodbank collection in the foyer of the church for both local residents to use, together with 
a weekly delivery from Datchworth to the Stevenage foodbanks.  Events held include a Christmas 
tree Festival and this year the street party being held on the 5th June for the Queens Platinum Jubilee, 
for which they are hoping to receive a grant. 
It was reported that the Church costs in excess of £70,000 to run per year.  
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Datchworth Museum 
Sarah explained that the museum is housed in a Victorian Cottage, a former blacksmiths in the centre 
of the village. It was opened in 1991 and refurbished by local people to the museum as you see it 
today. The museum started with 200 artefacts and today has more than 1000 which are all donated 
items. Items include a 1000-year-old flint scraper & sphere head, WWI & WWII memorabilia, a 
Georgian leather bucket, horse slippers & a Pre QWERTY typewriter.  Volunteers run the museum 
and it is open to the public to visit on the 3rd Sunday of every month. Entry is free of charge.  
 
Datchworth Village Hall 
Sarah explained that the village hall has seven trustees including a DPC and a Pre-school rep. Users 
include both contract hirers for regular bookings such as youth groups and the Pre-school, and casual 
hirers such as weddings and children’s parties. Discounts for use are offered to local residents and 
services. 
The Post Office runs from the Committee room on a Tuesday morning and a Friday afternoon. 
Fundraising events are regularly held to raise much needed funds to maintain the building. Possible 
upcoming maintenance projects include a kitchen refurbishment and a separate Pre-school entrance 
to alleviate safeguarding issues.  
 
Furniture Friends 
Andy explained that Furniture Friends is a small local charity run by volunteers and is connected to 
the Church. Covid halted operations and in March 2021 the charity was taken on by a new local 
couple. The Charity deliver locally recycled furniture free to where it is most needed. A recent grant 
enabled the purchase of a new van which is the only expenditure. Furniture comes from donors and 
housing associations. Furniture is stored in two storage facilities in Hertford, provided for free from 
the housing association but additional storage is always needed. In the last 8 months the charity has 
made 57 deliveries and 48 collections. Volunteers always needed so please spread the word.  
 
Women’s Institute (WI) 
Chris explained that the WI group meet once a month in the village hall, most months they have a 
speaker on an interesting subject. The group is self-funding and attendance is by subscription. They 
currently have 30 members and do various activities including walking, rambling, book clubs and craft 
clubs. They also enjoy a coffee morning and pub meal once a month. Ladies of any age are welcome.  
 
Pre-school 
Stephanie explained that she is the Chair for the Pre-school committee which has run for the last 20 
years. Pre-school is a safe enjoyable group for Pre-schoolers to attend. Events are run to raise funds, 
the next one being the quiz night on the 18th June, all welcome. They are currently updating the Pre-
school garden/play area to the rear of the building and resolving frequent flooding issues. The Pre-
school always work towards being a part of the community.  
 
Tiddlywinks 
Stephanie explained that the voluntary group has run since 1993. The group runs every Monday. 
Children age from new-born to 5 years old can attend along with their mums, dads, grandparents and 
guardians. A nominal fee is charged per session and funds go straight back into the group or to local 
organisations.  
 
Datchworth Climate Action Group 
Lydia explained that the group started with a stall at the Turkey Farm on the first Saturday of each 
month from 10am to Midday. The stall sells donated locally grown vegetables, fruit, preserves, 
chutneys, seedlings, pickles and herbs. The money raised goes to local climate related charities. In 
the first year a huge £4000 for their causes. They now have 24 volunteers. Leaflets have been 
produced to explain what the group does and how to get involved. The next sale is on 12th May at 
10am at the Turkey Farm. 
 
 



 

Acting Parish Clerks: Cllrs. Tracy Chapman & Jane Dodson 
Tel: 07938 743424 Email: clerk@datchworth-pc.gov.uk 

 
Chair of the Tennis Club 
Steve explained that Tennis is an all-round good sport for exercise and well-being. The Tennis Club 
is associated with the Sports Club and has 45 active members. Members and non-members are 
welcome. Non-members can pay a nominal fee to play on an ad hoc basis. Social tennis sessions for 
members are held on Monday and Wednesday mornings, and family fun sessions held on Saturday 
mornings. The club play in a summer league. Lighting for evening play is currently being looked into 
but is very expensive. Get in touch if interested in playing.  
 
Datchworth Guide Leader  
Rachel explained that she was the leader of Datchworth Guides who meet on a Thursday evening at 
the village hall. Girls are welcome from the age of 10-14 years and due to the pandemic and meeting 
online via zoom, the numbers are currently low and they have 10 members. The girls follow the girl 
guiding syllabus and in addition participate in badges, camps, days out and attend local events.  
 
Datchworth Brownie Leader  
Elena explained that the Brownies meet at All Saints Church on Monday evenings. Girls are welcome 
from the age of 7-10 years. Due to the pandemic and meeting online via zoom, the numbers are 
currently low and they have just 8 members. The girls follow the girl guiding syllabus and in addition 
participate in badges, camps, days out and attend local events.  
 
2nd Datchworth Scout Group 
Colin explained that the group started in 1990 with 1st Datchworth Scouts having closed some time 
before. Recently the Guide association has opened a new section called Squirrels. This is for younger 
members and both girls and boys can join. They currently have 36 members across 4 sections. One 
of their members has just been selected to attend The World Scout Jamboree in Korea and is currently 
fundraising for his trip. Do get in touch if you are interested in joining or helping as a volunteer. 
 
Datchworth Fête 
Mark read out an article written in August 1928 about the first fête held in Datchworth. The Fete still 
continues every year to this day. Today it is still a non-commercial event and no stalls are rented out 
for profit.  The first fête made £94 and now the fete brings in approx. £6000 or more every year which 
is all distributed to local groups. Although the fête does make a profit, it is not run to necessarily do 
so but to give the village residents a fun day out.  A fête committee gets together every February to 
start the organisation. This year the fête will be on Saturday 11th June.  
 
 
22/APM/005 To present certificates to Digital Inclusion Learners/Volunteers: 
 
Cllr Barker advised that in recent times, the world has moved online, especially since the pandemic 
and has left some people behind. Some of the ‘older’ generation (but not exclusively) do not have the 
skills or confidence to carry out online banking, shopping etc. Cllr Barker explained that last summer, 
she obtained a grant from CDA Herts to run courses to help local residents to acquire IT skills for 
themselves and become more confident alleviating their fears regarding IT.  Courses are currently 
run on a Tuesday afternoon from 1-3pm if you would like to come along. 
 
Cllr Dodson and Barker presented both attendees and volunteers with certificates for their attendance 
and help during the valuable sessions which had been a huge success.  
 

22/APM/006 - To present Citizen Awards: 
 
Cllr Dodson advised that five members of the Parish had been nominated for Citizen Awards in 
recognition of all their time and commitment to our Parish over the years. Nominees were: Les Davis, 
Greg Cooper, Chris Hills, Lydia Somerville and Lynne Sampson. 
 
22/APM/007 - A few words from our Community Ranger: 
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Nick explained that he had officially been in the role for the last six months and previously did litter 
picking for the Parish on a voluntary basis. He has recently completed ROSPA training to enable him 
to look after the playgrounds to ensure that they meet current health and safety standards and 
undertakes Risk Assessments of the Parish. 
 

22/APM/008  To receive the Datchworth Parish Council Annual Report 2021/22: 
 
Cllr Dodson presented the Chair’s report, with a copy provided to all those present. The report can 
also be read on our website. Cllr Dodson thanked all those on the PC and thanked Cllr Stowe for his 
continued support both as a PC Cllr and District Councillor. The RFO (Responsible Financial Officer) 
was thanked for her work behind the scenes. Special thanks also went to Cllr Chapman who had 
been acting Clerk for the last few months and flowers were handed to her as a token of appreciation 
for this.  
 
The report was proposed by Cllr Barker and seconded by Cllr Groves, with unanimous agreement. 
 

22/APM/009 - A few words from our District Councillor: 
 
Cllr Stowe talked about the good work that is carried out by East Herts District Council and matters 
around planning.   
 

22/APM/010 - A few words from the Chairman of East Herts District Council and our County 
Councillor, Ken Crofton: 
 
Cllr Crofton thanked the PC for their work over the last year stating that what has been achieved is 
extraordinary. Cllr Crofton talked about all of the fabulous work happening at EHDC & HCC. 
 

22/APM/011 Question Time:  
 
A resident asked if the PC objected to the recent plan for Luton Airport Expansion. 
Cllr Barker replied that an extensive objection letter had been sent.  
 
A resident commented that the District Council are missing an opportunity of gaining 
substantial revenue from increased Council Tax when a house is extended.  
 
It was discussed that this may be due to the complexity of the many departments involved at District 
Council level. It was noted that unless home ownership changes, no procedure seems to be in place 
for the Council Tax band to rise in relation to the size of an extended property. 
 
Cllr. Stowe explained that this was a function controlled by Central Government and even if the District 
Council could influence it, there is little incentive because of the small percentage allocated to the District. 

 
Cllr Dodson closed the meeting at 9pm. 


